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T may add Weight, perhaps, to the Re- 
1 flections contained in the following Pa- 
ges, to inform the Reader, that the Au- 
thor's Life was one uniform Exemplar of 
thoſe Precepts, which, with ſo generous a 
Zeal and ſuch an elegant and affecting Sim- 
plicity of Style, he endeavours to recom- 
mend to general Practice. He left others to 
contend for Modes of Faith, and inflame 
themſelves and the World with endleſs Con- 
troverſy : it was the wiſer Purpoſe of his 
ore ennobled Aim, to act up to thoſe 
lear Rules of Conduct which Revelation 
as graciouſly preſcribed. He poſſeſſed by 
emper every moral Virtue; by Religion 
very Chriſtian Grace. He had a Huma- 
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( iv ] 
nity that melted at every Diſtreſs ; a Cha- 
rity which not only thought no Evil, but 
ſuſpected none. He exerciſed his Profeſſion 
with a Skill and Integrity, which nothing 
could equal but the diſintereſted Motive 
that animated his Labours, or the amiable 
Modeſty which accompanied all his Vir- 
tues. He employed his Induſtry, not to 
gratify his own Deſires; no Man indulged 
himſelf leſs: not to accumulate uſeleſs 
Wealth; no Man more diſdained ſo un- 
worthy a Purſvit: it was for the decent 


Advancement of his Family, for the ge- | 


nerous Aſſiſtance of his Friends, for the 
ready Relief of the Indigent. How often 
did he exert his diſtinguiſhed Abilities, yet 
refuſe the Reward of them, in Defence of 
the Widow, the Fatherleſs, and him that had 
none to help him! In a word, few have ever 
paſſed a more uſeful, not one a more 
blameleſs Life; and his whole Time was 
employed either in doing Good, or in me- 
ditating it. He died on the 6th Day of 
April 1743, and lies buried under the 
Cloiſter of Lincoln's Iun Chapel, MEM. 
PAT. OT. MER. FIL. DIC. 
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THE 

PRE FACE. 
COMEDY HE Defign of the following Trea- 
Nl tiſe, is to awaken in the Minds 
ON. 7 LE of unthinking Men, a ſerious 
FS ANTE Senſe of Religion and a true 
Concern for the Intere/t of their immortal 
y Souls : a Deſign, at all Times ſeaſonable and 
neceſſary, but more eſpecially at this Time, 
en } when we ſee ſuch Numbers of Perſons car- 
ried away with the Love of Pleaſure, and 
of fuch Arts invented and Methods uſed, to gra- 
tify their corrupt and vicious Taſte. 

Whoever reflects, with a due Concern, upon 
the Exceſſes and Debaucheries which have 
over-ſpread this Nation, and has any Regard 
WE” } for the Honcur of God and the Intereſt of that 
of Holy Religion, wwhich Chriſt Feſus came down 
from Heaven to e/tabliſh upon the Earth, will 
eaſily be perſuaded to think, that all Endea- 


vours poſſible ought to be uſed, to tem the 
H Torrent 


PREFACE. 
Torrent of Wickedneſs that is broken in upon 
us, and to prevent the miſthievous Effect: of 
thoſe public Diverſions, which the Generality 
of People are grown ſo fond of ; I mean the 
Maſquerades and Plays: thoſe Seminaries of 
Vice and Irreligion, where every Thing is con. 
trived to inflame the Paſſions, and corrupt the 
tender Minds of young Perſons, and which, I 
am perſuaded, have greatly contributed to that 


general Neglect of God and Religion, which 


is ſo viſible among ſt us. 
Whether any Ming that is here Hered, will 


be effeftual to draw Men off from the Love of 
thoſe deceitful Vanities, I cannot ſay : but 
ſure I am, (if the Scripture is to be the Rule 
of our Practice, as meſt undoubtedly it is) it 
muſt be the Duty of every one, not only to take 
care that he gives no Encouragement by his 
Example, to theſe licentious and inſnaring 
Entertainments, (to which I doubt not but 
many owe their fatal Miſcarriages) but to do 
what in him lies, to diſſuade others, eſpecially 
thoſe under his Care, from reſorting to Pla- 
ces of ſo much Danger and Infection. 

It muſt be confeſſed, it is no eaſy Matter to 
prevail on thoſe who are carried away by the 
faiſe Maxims and Practices of a corrupt and 

debauched 
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ebauched World, to abandon their ſenſual 
f ratifications, for the more refined Pleaſures \, 
f Virtue and Religion: However, the Diffi- 
ulty of the Wark ſhould not diſcourage any one 
FB attempting it. I have therefore endea- 
4 
[ 
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oured, according to my Ability, to lay before 

he Reader the Advantages attending a goed | 
Life ; in Hopes, that whoever ſeriouſly conſi- d 
ders what is here ſaid, will be convinced, that. 
bere is no Pleaſure to be compared with that 
Va good Conſcience ; and that Religion really | 
. what it was deſigned by the great Author G 
Fit to be, the only folid Foundation of our | 


g reſent, as well as future, Happineſs. 

| I am ſenſible, that what is here offered, 

5 bath been with much greater Advantage incul- 

„ ted in many of thoſe excellent Diſcourſes, 

„ Pbich are already extant : yet when I conſider | 
bow much Good has been done by theſe ſmall 1 

F Lracts, which have been printed and diſperſed | 

„ Fate Tears, I am encouraged to hope this | 

, tte Treatiſe may be of ſome Service; at leaſt, | 

e check that prodigious Thirſt after ſenſual | 
Pleaſures, which ſeems to be the Diſeaſe of | 

„ Pe preſent Age, and which muſt undoubtedly 

> roy the Love of God, wherever it prevails, 


I have 
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I have added ſome Prayers at the End of 
this. Book, not with an Intention to preſcribe 
to any one, but to affiſt thoſe that are not fur- 
niſhed with better Helps ; well knowing how 
important a Duty Prayer is, and how highly 
neceſſary it is for every good Chriſtian to be fre- 
quent in his Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace, 
if ever he expedts the Favour of God, and hopes 
to find GRACE to help in Time of Need. 


May God of his great Goodneſs give a 


Bleſſing to theſe weak Endeavours, and make 


them inſtrumental to His Glery, and the God 


of Soul! 
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8 IH AT muſt I do to be ſaved? was 
*. * a Queſtion, which the trem- 
m bling and aſtoniſhed Jailer put 
to Paul and Silas, when he ſaw 
te Priſon-Doors opened in a miraculous 
anner: a Queſtion of the utmoſt Moment 
nd Importance, and which it nearly con- 
erns us all to be well reſolved in. For, 
there be a Life after this, and we do not 
ie like the Beaſts that periſb; if Death does 
ot put a final Period to our Beings ; but 
hen this ſhort Life is ended, we enter 
pon the Regions of Eternity, and ſhall 
be for ever happy, or miſerable, according 
- as 


H 
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we ſhall one Day be convinced to o 


The Great Importance 


as we demean ourſelves in this ſhort time 6 


Trial and Probation : If this be the Stat 
and Condition of Mankind (as the Voice 
of Reaſon, the Dictates of Conſcience, an- 
the Holy Scriptures, do Joudly proclaim i 
is) how does it behove every one of 
to inquire, what we muſt do to attain ever 
laſting Life; and to conſider, whether w. 
are in the Way that leads to Heaven an 
Happineſs? or, if we bave been fo unhap 
py as to wander out of it, how we may r 
cover ourſelves and return to it again? 
This is an Inquiry that deſerves our ut 
moſt Diligence and Attention. For if 
are ignorant of the Will of God, or, kno 
ing it, will not follow or be led, by. th; 
unerring Light, but ſuffer RA to b 
hurried away by our unruly Paſſions in t 
Purſuit of the things of this Life; we a 
wretched and miſerable, blind and nake 
notwithſtanding all our Attainments ; a 


Sorrow, that there is. no Folly lif. 
that of prefercing Things temporal 
eternal. "IAA \the Children of . 
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World may think, and how much ſoever 
they may applaud their own: Wiſdom in 
contriving Schemes to be Rich and 
Great ; yet if their chief Care and Con- 
cern is taken up about theſe Things, it 
is certain they will be found Fools, 
when weighed in the Balance of true 


| Wiſdom. 


He that is truly wiſe will conſider that 
he has a Soul, as well as a Body, ro take 
care of; a ſpiritual and immortal Subſtance 
which can never die; but when enlarged 
from that Priſon in which it is now con- 


| fined, muſt live for ever, either in Hap- 


pineſs or Miſery. Shall we then be fo 


'Þ fooliſh, as to confine our ambitious Pur- 


ſuits within the narrow Limits of this 
World, without conſidering what will be 
the Condition of our Souls hereafter ? 
Shall we labour and toil for the Meat that 
periſheth ; and be cold and indifferent a- 


bout the momentous Concerns of Eter— 


. , {nity ? Shall we ſpare no Pains in order to 


increaſe our temporal Eſtates, and to lay 
up Goods for many Tears; when we know 


Inot, but is Night our Souls may be required 


of us? And if we have made no Proviſion 
| B for 


Mat. xvi. 
26. 
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for their everlaſting Welfare, what will 
it avail us that we have been Rich and 
Great in this World ? 

The Faſhion of this World paſſeth away, 
and all the Glory and Splendor of it will, I. 
in a little Time, have an End, How great 
then is the Folly, and how deplorable will { 
the Condition of that Man be, who inſtead Þ, 
of ſeeking the Kingdom of Ged and his Rigb- In 
teouſneſs in the firſt place, has conſumed his In 
Days in ſeeking after the Honours and . 
Riches of this World, and has tired him- 
ſelf out in the Purſuit of thoſe Things, 
which are of no Value in the Sight of 
God? Wretched Stupidity! What fhall it 
profit a Man if he ſhall gain the wholth; 
World, and loſe his own Soul? Time bears 
no Proportion to Eternity. The moſt 
exalted Pleaſures of this Life, which at 
beſt are but of a ſhort Continuance, can 
never compenſate for the Loſs of that 
Happineſs, which God has prepared fork 
them that love bim. How miſerably then. 
will that Man be deceived, who places 
all his Hopes and Happineſs in the poor ni. 
and empty Satisfactions of a ſenſual Life? 
who looks no farther then the preſent D, 

Time, 
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Time, and lives as if he cared not what 
| Þ became of him hereafter, ſo he may but 

enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon. 
But ſome, perhaps, may aſk, Where is the 
Man fo abandoned to F olly and Madnels, 
it as to be content, for the Sake of a preſent 
Il Þ ſhort-lived Happineſs, to be miſerable for 
d ever hereafter? I wiſh indeed there were 
- Inone ſuch : But alas! there are too many 


is chat make this ſad Choice. Not that any 


nd Bone chooſes Evil for the ſake of Evil, or 
m- Eprefers Miſery before Happineſs; (tor a 
gs, Deſire of Happineſs is inſeparable from 
of our Nature) but in the Scripture- Account 
it ſof Things, he is ſaid to chooſe Deſtruc- 
bole tion, who walks in the broad Way that 


dars geads to it. For God has been pleaſed {0 Deut. xxx. 
10lt er Before us Liſe and Death, Bleſſing and 19. 


at Tuning: Rewards on the one Hand, to 
can Encourage our Obedience; and Puniſh- 
that hnents on the other, to deter us from Sin. 
fer nd as he that obeys the Commandments 
hen gt God, chooſes Liſe, ſo he that tranſ- 
acesgreſſes them, chooſes Death; that Death 
POO hich God has threatened to the Sinner, 
fe? Pen Death eternal. For the [Pages of Sin 
(entÞ Death, and he that chooſes the one (let 
me, | B 2 His 
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2 The Great Importance 
his Pretences be what they will) muſt 
be ſaid to chooſe- the other; becauſe he 
knows (at leaſt it is his own Fault, if he 

Rom. ii. does not know) that God will render to every 

, 7. 8, 9. Man according to his Deeds: To them, who, by 
patient Continuance in Well-doing, ſeek far 
Glory and Honour and Immortality, eter- 
nal Life; but unto them that are conten- 
#ious, and do not obey the Truth, but oben 
Unrighteouſneſs, Indignation and Wrath, 
Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon every Soul i 
Man that doth Evil. 

See then, what a wretched Piece off 
Folly the Sinner is guilty of, (how wiſe} 
ſoever he may think himſelf, and how : 
much ſoever he may deſpiſe the ſober Party : 
of Mankind) when he firſt enters upon / 
a Life of Wickedneſs. For he is thenf / 
evidencing to all the World, that, Li 
and Death being ſet before him, he hay t 
determined his Choice to the latter :— {4 Þ 
Choice ſo abſurd and unaccountable, tha i 
did not Experience convince us it is oftef 1 
made, we could hardly think it poſſible fag t 
a rational Creature to be ſo blind. Q > 
Bleſſed God! haſt thou ſet before us Happ 4 
meſs and Miſery, Joys unſpeakable and , 
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of Glory on the one Hand, and Torments 
endleſs and intolerable on the other! haſt 
thou given us the Light of Reaſon to guide 
us, and ſuperadded that of thy Holy Spirit 
to illuminate and inſtruft# us; haſt thou im- 
planted in our Natures a Dread of, and A.- 
verſion to, Pain and Miſery, and an inſatiable 
and never-ceaſing Thirſk after Happineſs ; 
and is it poſſible for us, after all this, to 
be ſo blind and ſenſeleſs, ſuch Enemies to our 
own Souls, and ſo regardleſs of their eter- 
nal Welfare, as to prefer the dark Ways of 
Sin and Miſery before thoſe bleſſed Paths 
that lead to the bright Regions of Bliſs and- 
Glory ! —Alas ! ſuch wretched Fools are too © 
many among us, who, notwithſtanding all 
that thou haſt done for us, will not hearken, 
nor be adviſed, but run headlong into the 
Ways of Sin and Deſtruftion. | 
This indeed is a melancholy Conſidera- ; 
tion: and what ſhall we ſay to awaken 
Men out of this fatal Lethargy, and to - 
inſpire them with a juſt Senſe of their 
Danger? what, but intreat them to conſider, . 
that unleſs they repent, they will certainly 
periſh. For the Wrath of God is revealed 
againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs f 
B 3 Men: 
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Acts xvii. 


30, 31. 


Rev. vi. 


16, 17. 


If xxxili. 
14. 
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Men :—and though God winked at the Times 
of Ignorance; yet now he commandeth all 
Men every where 10 repent , becauſe be hath 
appointed a Day, in which he will judge the 
Werld in Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom 
he hath ordained ; whereof be hath given A/- 
ſurance unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed 
him from the Dead, A Day when the 
Sinners will in vain call to the Mountains 
and Rocks to fall on them, and to hide them 
from the Face of bim that ſitteth on the 
Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb. — 
And when the great Day of his Wrath is 
come, who ſhall then be able to fland?— | 
Who indeed ſhall be able to ſtand before 
the Face of an incenſed God, and hear | 
that dreadful Sentence pronounced againſt | 
him, Depart from me, ye curſed, into ever- 
laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and 
bis Angels? —Ah! who can bear an Eter- 
nity of Horror and Deſpair? #/ho can dwell 
with implacable Fiends in everlaſting Burn- 
ings ? 

Theſe are Things of infinite Moment 
and Concern, and are ſufficient to ſhew 
us the great Neceſſity of denying Ungea- 


lineſs and worldly Luſts, and living righte- 


oufly, 


ll 


Of a Rernciovs LITE. 


ouſly, ſoberly and godly, in this preſent Nori d. 
But becauſe the weightieſt Truths, when their 
Conſequences are not immediately felt, are 
too apt to be diſregarded; I ſhall en- 
large a little upon the great Importance of 
a religious Life, by endeavouring to ihew 
theſe bree Things: 


I. That there is no ſolid Happineſs to 
be attained in this Life, but in the Prac- 
tice of Religion. 


II. That as Religion is the only Thing 
that can make us happy while we live, to 


there is nothing but a good Life can give 
us any comfortable Proſpect, when we come 
to die, 


III. That a conſcientious Obſervance 
of the Duties of Religion, will not only 
make us live happily, and die comforta- 
bly; but, what is infinitely beyond all this, 
will moſt certainly be rewarded with eter- 
nal Happineſs in the Life to come. 


Firſt then I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, That 
there is no ſolid Happineſs to be attained in 


- this Life, but in the Practice of Religion. 


B 4 It 
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It has been a great Artifice of the De- 


vil, to poſſeſs the Minds of unthinking | 
Men with an Opinion, that Religion is a | 
ſour, moroſe, ill-natured Thing; an Ene- | 


my to whatever is pleaſant and chearful; 


and that whoever engages in the Practice 


of it, muſt from that Inſtant renounce all 
the Pleaſures and Enjoyments of this Life. 


But as the Devil is the Father of Lies, it is 
no wonder that he ſets every Thing before | 
us in a falſe and deceitful Light: It was | 
by theſe Means that he deceived our firlt F 


unhappy Parents, and it is by the ſame 
Methods that he endeavours to betray 


their too credulous Poſterity. He is con- 
tinually repreſenting Evil as Goad, and | 
Good as Evil; putting Darkneſs for Light, | 
and Light for Darkneſs. He knows that 
there is ſuch a Beauty and Comelineſs in | 


Religion, as no one can behold but with 
Love and Admiration ; and therefore he 


endeavours to draw a Veil over its Luſtre, | 


and to raiſe in our Minds frightful Ideas 
concerning it: and too many, alas! are 
miſled by ſuch falſe and unjuſt Repreſenta- 
tions. 


But 
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But would Men be perſuaded once to 


make the Experiment; would they for- 
7 fake the dangerous Paths of Sin, and walk 
in the Way that leads to everlaſting Hap- 


pineſs ; would they retire from the Noiſe 


and Tumult of a looſe and diſordered. 
Life, and liſten to the ſtill Voice of Rea- 
* ſon and Religion, they would quickly find 
how groſly they have been cheated; and 
wonder how it was poſſible they ſhould ſo 
long have been deceived, They would 
| ſoon diſcover, and from thence admire, 


the Beauty of Holineſs, and be thoroughly 


convinced, that there is no Pleaſure like 
; that of a good Conſcience; no real and 
ſolid Happineſs, but what rcſults from a 
Life of Virtue and Holineſs. They would 
then bleſs the happy Change they had 
made, and would not part with their In- 


tereſt in Heaven for the greateſt Enjoy- 
ments this World could give them. All 


thoſe empty Pleaſures, which once capti- 


vated and enſnared them, would then ap- 
pear mean and contemptible, and nothing 
would be thought of any real Value, but 
what ' ſets them forward in the Way of 
Salvation. 

B 5 O happy 
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O happy Man (whoſoever thou art) | 


that haſt made this noble Trial, and by a a 
true and ſincere Repentance art reſtored | 
to the Favour and Love of God! thou | 


haſt turned away thine Eyes from beholding 
Vanity, and canſt now look up with Con- 
fidence to God, and reliſh the Pleaſures 
of a virtuous Life. How is thy Mind 
filled with Love, and Joy, and Admira- 
tion, when thou conſidereſt, that by the 
Grace and Goodneſs of God thou art reſ- 
cued out of the Jaws of the devouring Lion, 
and art delivered from Fear, and Shame, 
and Self-condemnation ; the ſure Atten- 
dants of a guilty Conſcience ! 

We may have ſome Idea of the Hap- 
pineſs of ſuch a Man, by conſidering 
what is the Pleaſure of a redeemed Cap- 
tive, when reſtored to his Country, his 
Liberty, and his Friends; or of a Mari- 


ner got ſafe to Shore after a Storm, where- | 


in he was every Moment in Expectation of | 
being ſwallowed up in the Deep. And yet | 


it muſt be owned, the Compariſcn falls in- 
finitely ſhort : For what Slavery is ſo great 
as that of a Soul under the Bondage and 
Dominion of Sin? Or what are the moſt 

terrible 
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terrible Dangers of the Sea, when com- 
pared with thoſe to which the Sinner is con- 
tinually expoſed ? 

But have not ſome made Trial of Re- 
ligion, and yet have found no Satis ſaction 
therein ? as may be concluded from their 
returning again to their former Courſe 
of Life. It is true, there are ſome In- 
ſtances (and ſad ones they are, God 
knows) of ſuch, who after they have been 
once enlightened, and have taſted of the hea- 
venly Gift, and been made Partakers of the 
Hely. Ghoſt, have yet fallen away, and be- 
taken themſelves again to a Life of Sin 
and Debauchery. But has this been owing 
to a Diſlike of Religion? By no means; but 
rather to a want of Care in not avoiding 
the Company which has formerly ſeduced 
them, or to a Forgetfulneſs, or at leaſt a 
Neglect, of the Vows and Reſolutions they 
have made; or, it may be, they have 
fallen under ſome violent Temptation, 
which they have not ſo vigorouſly reliſted, 
as they might and ought to have done: 
Beſides, Inſtances of this kind, I hope, are 
but rare. But then, on the other hand, how : 
many are there, who have forſaken the 

B 6 Company 
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Company and Converſation of the Wick- | 
ed; and having lamented the Folly and 
Madneſs of their paſt Lives, have, from be- 
ing the Slaves of Sin and Satan, become the 
Servants of God? Theſe will tell you, 
from their own Experience, that they have 
found more true Peace and Satisfaction in 
conquering one vicious Habit, than ever 
they met with in the moſt ſenſual Enjoy- 
ment; that all their paſt ſinful Pleaſures | 
yield them now no other Fruits, than thoſe | 
bitter ones of Shame and Remorſe: Where- 
as in Religion they find ſuch a Spring of | 
Comfort continually refreſhing their Souls, | 


as they would not part with for all this | 


World can poſſibly give them. They | 
taſte ſuch a Pleaſure in the Service of 
God, as makes them with holy David | 


deſire to dwell in the Houſe of the Lord all bat 


the Days of their Lives, to behold the fair 
Beauty of the Lord, and to viſit his Tem- 
ple; and like him eſteem it better to be 
4 Door-keeper in the Houſe of the Lord, 
one of the meaneſt of God's Servants, than 
to dwell in the Tents of Ungodlineſs, amidſt 
the Delights and Pleaſures of a wicked and 
debauched World, 

| Indeed, 
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lnadeed, for a Man to reflect upon the 
Aces of a well-ſpent Life; to conſider 
chat he has made God his Friend, and 
ſecured an Intereſt in the Favour of Him, 
who is the eternal Source and Fountain of 
all Good; infinite in Mercy and Loving- 
kindneſs, as well as in Power; not only 
able, but willing and ready, to help and 
h aſſiſt him in all Difficulties: a Being, to 
6 Pan he may have Recourſe under all 
Trials and Temptations, under the greateſt 
Calamities and Troubles of Life; to 
whom he may lay open all his Wants and 
; nfirmities, pour forth all his Sorrows and 
Afflictions, and may at all Times with 
ö onfidence look up, as being aſſured that 


e has a powerful Interceſſor in Heaven, 


ö 


have Redemption through his Blcod, even 


r |the Forgiveneſs of Sins; and who is able Heb. vii. 
= WW ſave them to the utterme/t that come unto*5* 

e bod by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make 

„ Wnterceſſion for them : I ſay, for a Man to 

nu ſonlider theſe Things; to think that he 

ſt Þ anſwering the End of his Creation; that 


e is doing the Work for which he is ſent 
nato the World; that he is become a 


3 Member 


15 


Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, in whom ve Col. i. 14. 
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Member of Chriſt, a Child of God, and a 7. 
Inberitor of the Kingdom of Hearwen : Hou m 
muſt ſuch Thoughts chear and refreſh. hi ro 
Soul, and fill his Mind with Joy un— 2 
ſpeakable, with a Pleaſure and Satisfachm 
tion that is ſolid, fubſtantial, and laſting Fi 
and in Compariſon whereof all the vain 

and empty Enjoyments of this World arg lab 
the 
be 
0 


But then, on the other hand, for 4 
wicked Man to conſider, that the Face 
the Lord is againſt them that do Evil, and Ju- 
conſequently that he is in the Number offoo 
thoſe whom God hates and deſpiſes; thaiſpf 
inſtead of working out his Salvation will flat 
Fear and Trembling, he is daily heaping if flec 
to himſelf Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath Ba 
And though (it may be) he is now clolbhis 
with Purple and fine Linen, and fares ſunſe 
pruonſfly every Day; though he may at pre hat 
ſent live in all the Gaiety and Splendoſor 
the Pomp and Luxury of a great Fortnqpetc 


yet there will come a Time (and, ſq;o, 
aught he knows, it may not be mana 
Momencs off) when he ſhall be ſtript wf 
all his Pleaſures and Enjoyments, anſerh 
Want even 4 Drop of Water to ccol Mlan 
Tongi 
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| Tongue: —Surely, ſuch Thoughts as theſe 
muſt ſtrike the Sinner through with Hor- 
is ror and Amazement, and like Belſbazzar, 
n. ben he ſaw he Hand. roriting upon the Wall, 
c make him tremble, even in the midſt of 
3 bis greateſt Mirth and Jollity. 
i And can a Man with ſuch Thoughts 
u about him (and theſe, or ſomething like 
them, will be ſure to haunt the Sinner) 
be ſaid to be happy ? Are the Stings of 
Conſcience, the Terrors of an Almighty 
in Judge, and the dreadful Expectations of 
dg God's Vengeance, conſiſtent with a State 
val of Happineſs ?—Alas! the Libertine may 
vill 
Afleceive others, by putting on an Air of 
bl atety and Pleaſantneſs; but, it is certain, 
this Mind can never be long at reſt, while 
ne carries about him a faithful Monitor, 
pre that will be continually upbraiding him 
dorffor his Folly and Madneſs; repreſenting 
uncpefore his Eyes the Dangers he is expoſed 
ſcho, and croſſing him, as it were, in his 
1anflVay, while he is in full Purſuit of his un- 
t pwful Pleaſures. —And though he may 
anfferhaps be able ſometimes to ſilence the 
] lamours of this troubleſome Companion 


81 by 


latter himſelf as he pleaſes; and think to 
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by mere dint of Noiſe and Extravagance; a. 
yet when his Paſſions abate (as they will 
not always bear to be upon the Stretch) fer 
and the Man grows cool, he will find theſe 
Upbraidings of his Mind return upon himBgf 
with the greater Violence: and the Shame] br 
and Anguiſh, the Horror and Confuſion, Nit 
that he will then feel, will infinitely over- | 
balance all the Satisfactions he can meet ch 
with, in the Enjoyment of his finfulf Sel 
Pleaſures. | an 
I own, indeed, this is not the Caſe o | Ti 
every Sinner. A Man, by a long Courſeſ the 
of Wickedneſs, may arrive at ſuch anf pte 
hardened State, as to be incapable of any ten 
ſenſible Impreſſions ; his Soul may bejÞt, 
ſeared, as it were, with an hot Iron, and} J 
be fallen into ſuch a deep and fatal Le. fror 
thargy, as nothing perhaps ſhall be able 
to awaken it, till it comes to feel the very — 
Torments of the Damned. But no one, Ithet 
I believe, will think this to be a State oſſto 
Happineſs. and 
Beſides, if we conſider a wicked Manſſthei 
with reſpe& to this World only, abſtrattſthe | 
edly from what will be his Portion here-HApr 


after, we ſhall find that there are manyÞthe 


and 
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; Rand great Evils to which he is expoſed, 
Il beſides the Torments of a gulity Conſci- 
1) Fence. Are not Pains and Aches, Rot- 
eFtenneſs and Diſeaſes, the natural Effects 
mBof Luſt and Intemperance ? Poverty and 
ze broken Fortunes, of Pride and Prodiga- 
n,Wity? Does not Paſſion, and Anger, and 
-FRevenge, frequently expoſe Men to mil- 
et chievous, and, many times, fatal Quar- 
alſhels and Contentions ? Robbery, Theft, 
End Murder, bring upon others a ſhameful 
and untimely End ? How many Evils are 
here in the World, that are the immedi- 


01 
of 


rep 
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an] ite Effects of Men's Vices? From whence Jam. ĩv. 1, 


ny eme Wars and Fightings among you? ſays 
bejÞt. James; come they not hence, even of your 
nd Laſts that war in your Members? And 
e- from the ſame fatal Source are derived 
ble many of thoſe other Evils and Calamities 
eryſthat ſome Men labour under. If we trace 
ne, chem to their Original, we ſhall find them 
olſto be the natural Fruits of Men's Luſts 
and Paſſions, and to have proceeded from 
heir covetous and ambitious Deſires, and 
he Gratification of their unruly Luſts and 
\ppetites. And, in truth, how can it be 


fan 
act 
ere- 


anyſptherwiſe, if we conſider, That ihe Curſe prov. iti, 


and of 33+ 
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of the Lord is in the Houſe of the Wicked; & 

Prov. xii. and that Evil purſueth Sinners ? How cal © 
12 any Thing but Miſery attend him, what e 
has God for his Enemy, and is curſed of M 

him, th, 

Let us now ccnſider, what is the La 

and Portion of good Men in this World 


and whether the Practice of Virtue and 
Righteouſneſs is not the moſt likely Wa 

a Man can take to promote his preſent 

as well as future Happineſs, and to mak 

his Pilgrimage here on Earth a State 0 

tolerable Eaſe and Comfort, 

Salomon had as much Experience of th 

Pleaſure of the World as ever Man ha 

and tried as many Ways to make himſef 

happy as his Heart could well deviſe 

Eecleſ. ii. having kept nothing from his Eyes th. 
40. they deſired, nor withheld his Heart fra 
any Joy; and yet, when he came to ca 

up the Account, he found this to be th 

Sum of it, that all was Vanity and Vex 

tion of Spirit. And therefore, when 

is inſtructing his Son in the Ways 

true Happineſs, he adviſes him to | 

Prov. iii, Wiſdom and Underſtanding: for Wiſa: 
13. ſays he, is the principal Thing; there 
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Jet Wiſdom, and with all thy getting, get 
BUnderſtanding. And, as an Encouragement 
nch to do fo, he tells him, that happpy is theProv. iii. 
Man that findeth Wiſdom, and the Man'3» Oc. 
that getteth Underſtanding : For the Mer— 
chanaize of it is better than the Merchan- 
dize of Silver, and tbe Gain thereof than 
Wine Gold, She is more precious than Ru- 
ies, and all the Thirgs thou canſt defire 
gare not to be compared unto her. Length 


1 F Days is in ber right Hand, and in ber 
% Hand Riches and Honour. Her Ways 


ne Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all ber 
Paths are Peace. This Wifdom and Un- 
derſtanding which he recommends, as 
a Treaſure of ſo great Value, is not 
be ' Wiſdom of this World; (for that 
$ Fooliſhneſs with Ged. 1 Cor. iii. 19.) 
Put it is the Wiſdem that cometh from a- 
eve, which will make us wiſe unto Sal- 
ation: the Wiſdom of living in the 
ear and Love of God, and in a ſtrict 


Obedience to his Commandments. We prov. ix. 
ys Fear of the Lord, ſays he, 7s the Beginning 10. 
o iſaom, and the Knowleage of the Holy 
2 s Under/tanding. Or, as it is in Job, Be- Job xxviii, 
ref wild the Fear of the Lord, that is Wif-. 28. 

| dom; 


22 


The Great Impertance 
dom; and to depart from Evil is Under. 


Ntanding. ec 


Here then is the Excellency of Relic 
gion, that it not only ſecures to us a Reſp 
verſion of endleſs Happineſs, but makes. 
our Lives at preſent ealy and delightful Y« 
the very Ways of Religion are pleaſant 
as well as the End. It is true, Vic 
has its preſent Pleaſures as well as Vu 
tue: but then there is this Differenq us 
between them; the Pleaſures of Sin ar 
weak, ſhort-lived, and only varniſhe( 
over; they begin and end almoſt in th 
ſame Moment, and can never be purchaj 
ed but at the Expence of much ſucceec 
ing Trouble, Shame, and Self-conde 
nation, Whereas thoſe which reſul 
from a holy and religious Life, a 
ſubſtantial, ſincere, ſteady and ſecure 
they leave no Diſguſt upon the Mind 
no Loathings and Diſlike; are neitht 
accompanied with Shame, nor follow 
with Remorſe or Sadneſs; thoſe bit 
Allays to all ſinful Gratifications. V 
e may talk of Pleaſures and Enjoyment 
« ſays a * Great Prelate of our Chu 


* Archb. of York, in his Volume of Sermons, p. 50 


- 
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but no Man ever truly found them, till 
el he became acquainted with God, and 
e. « was made ſenſible of his Love, and 
eng Partaker of his heavenly Favours, and 
ul lived in an intire Friendſhip and Com- 
ant! munion with him.” No certainly; Re- 
icYligion is the only Happineſs of a rational 
Vu Creature, the only Thing that can give 
qq us any true and real Satisfaction; all other - 
Pleaſures are, at beſt, but ſhort and 
Y tranſitory : but in Religion we find a Delight 
and Satisfaction, which is ſolid, ſubſtan- 
tial, and laſting; a Delight that grows 
and improves under Thought and Reflec- 

tion. 
Whenever (to »ſe the Words of ano- 
ther Excellent Perſon) * an Action is good 
and virtuous, it is not only natural, but 
carries with it a Felicity flowing from, 
wn and effential to, the very Nature of it. 
% Paternal, conjugal, filial Affection; are 
„ they not full of Delight? Juſtice, 
“ Friendſhip, Beneficence, all the Offices 
* of Humanity, and the whole Train of 
© Virtues; does not the Exerciſe of them 
* adminiſter the moſt ſincere and laſting 
Joy? The Propenſity there is in us to- 
« wards 
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* wards them, and the Satisfaction there 
„is in the doing of them, does, in Dif. 
© poſitions not debauched, lead almoſt 
« irreſiſtibly to the Practice of them: Weſf 
& have, when we are about them, no? 
„ boding, miſgiving Thoughts, no for- 
e bidding Whiſpers, no ſecret Reluc- 
e tancy: Comfort, Complacency of 
„Mind, and a gratulating Conſcience, 
e always accompany ſuch Actions,” 

What a perpetual Source of Joy andF 
Comfort is a good Conſcience! It glad- . 
dens the Heart, chears and refreſhes the 
Soul, and fills the Mind with a conſtant 
Serenity and Chearfulneſs, which is infi— 
nitely to be preferred before the noiſy 
Mirth of Fools and Madmen. He that 
is poſſeſſed of this ineſtimable Jewel, has 
a Treaſure greater than all the Riches of 
the Indies: a Treaſure, which he always 
carries about with him, and which nei-F 
ther the Malice of the Devil, nor the 
Wickedneſs of Men, can rob him of, 
And ſo long as he retains this Fund of 
Joy and Comfort (as he may always do, F 
unleſs he is wretchedly wanting to hjm- Fs 
ſelf) he can never be truly miſerable. For“ 

as 
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a good Conſcience gives a Reliſh to all 
ur outward Enjoyments, ſo it abates 
nd takes off the Edge of the ſharpelt 
\ffictions ; and not only enables a Man 
o bear up under preſent Evils, but for- 
ines him againſt the Dread and Appre- 
enſion of future ones. It arms a Man with 
ourage and Reſolution, and gives him 
uch a Firmneſs and Preſence of Mind, 
s makes him able to endure the greateſt 
hock. Solomen obſerves, that the Wick-Prov. 


: xxviii. I 
4.84 free, when no Man purſueth, but tbe 
he Nteous are bold as 4 Lion. And the 
ne Holy P/a/miſt tells us, that a good Man 


6 Fal not be afraid f any evil Tidings :Pſ.cxii, 7. 
r his Heart flandeth faſt, and believeth 

the Lerd. The Lord, ſays he, is myppyn 
git and my Salvation; whom then ſhall xxvii. 1. 
of fear? The Lord is the Strength of my 

fe; of whom ſhall I be afraid? Yea, pf. xxiii. 
- Peugb I walk through the Valley of tbe 4. 

ne Boradow of Death, I will fear no Evil, 

of. Ir then art with me, thy Rod and thy 

of NF comfort me. What indeed ſhould 

o, He fear, whoſe Soul is anchored upon the 

n- eck of Ages; I be has the God of Pi. cxlvi, 
or Nc for bis Help; whoje Hope is in the 1 
* 7 Lord - 
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Lord his God? He knows that he is fff 
the Hands of a moſt gracious and merci ſ. 
ful Father, and is fully perſuaded tha le 
all Things ſhall work together for Good tin 
them that love him: He is aſſured, thalh 
PC. xxxiii./be Eye of the Lord is upon them that feaſ w 
17» 18. himz upon them that hope in bis Mercyhi 
to deliver their Soul from Death, and to 
keep them alive in Famine. And thereg: 
fore he can rejoice in God, even in ice 
midſt of Trouble and Affliction, whewdW 
he conſiders, that as his Afflictions confall 
from the Hands of a good and graciouffþy 
2 Cor. iv. God, who does not willingly ajjiiet tion 
Children of Men; ſo he knows that as !! 
Time is ſhort, they can be of no long Conf 
tinuance, and that, if he makes a rig! 
Uſe of them, they will work for him Pi 
far more exceeding and eternal Weight 
Glory. 
See then the Folly and Madneſs 
PL, Iii. 8, thoſe that take not Ged for their Strengil 
but truſt to the Multitude of their Richi 
and firengthen themſelves in their Wickty;y 
neſs, and think by theſe Means to be faul 
tified againſt the Evils of this Life !þ 
Alas! There are numberleſs Calamitid| 
tre 
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il from which Wealth and Power can never 
ciÞ ſhelter us: and therefore when a Man 
haf lets go his Truſt in God, and takes Sanc- 
wary in the Strength of his Wickedneſs, 

haß he will find himſelf miſerably miſtaken, 
fea when the Day of Adverſity comes upon 
him. The Weight of Sin ſuperadded 
| (Sto that of temporal Evils, is a Burthen 
ere greater than any one is able to bear. Tis 
certain, whatever the great Ones of this 

he World may think, there is nothing can 
omfalleviate the Force of Worldly Troubles, 
10fbut a good Life. It is That, and That 
only, which is a ſufficient Counterpoiſe 

into balance the Weight of any great 
CoꝗAffliction. Nothing elſe is ſufficient 
rig o ſupport a Man in be Evil Days of 
im Wis Pilgrimage, and to ſuſtain his Spirit 
bt under the greater Calamities of this Life. 
All other Experiments, how promiſing 

ſs dever, will be found vain and ineffectual. 
Ng/FThe Conſciouſneſs of having in ſome 
ic hMeaſure lived holily and unblameably, 
ichn make a Man look up with a chear- 


5 : | Aſſurance to the great Supporter of 
fe | dis Being; enable him to fee through 
" darkeſt Clouds of Sorrow and Afflic- 
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tion, and to behold with an Eye of Faith 


that heavenly Country to which he is tra- 
velling, and where he hopes ſhortly to ar- 
rive. And this, though it will not wholly 
remove the Afflictions which God is ſome- 
times pleaſed, for wiſe and good Ends, to 
ſend upon ſome Men in this Life, nor make 
us inſenſible of the Trouble that attends 
them; yet it will mightily leſſen and ener- 
vate their Force, and enable us, with 
ſome Degree of Courage and Chearfulneſs, 
to bear up under them. For how ſtrong 
a Conſolation muſt it be for a good Man, 
under bodily Grief and Pains, to contem- 
plate a State where there ſhall be zo more 
Sorrow, no more Pain, and where all Tears 
ſhall be wiped for ever from his Eyes! 
Or, if he is under the Preſſure of Want 
and Neceſlity, how muſt it ſupport and re- 
lieve his ſinking Spirits to conſider, that 


| Heb, xiii, he has a Father in Heaven, who will never 


1 


ence) he himſelf ſhall be more ſo! 


leave him, nor forſake him, however he may 


at preſent think fir to deprive him of out- 


ward Comforts; and that there is no Per- 


fon in the World fo great, ſo proſperous, F 


or ſo happy, but that (having a little Pati- 


The 
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The Sum of what I have ſaid upon 
this Head, is ſo elegantly expreſſed by 
the Author of a late Eflay upon the 
Omnipreſence of God, that, I believe, I 
ſhall leave this Reflection more ſtrongly 
upon my Reader's Mind, if I give him 
the Words of that unknown, but excellent, 
Perſon. ©* How happy (/ays he, ſpeaking 
of the Intercourſe there is betwixt God and 
the Souls of good Men), * how happy is an 
* intellectual Being, who, by Prayer and 
* Meditation, by Virtue and gcod Works, 
© opens this Communication between 
* God and his own Soul! Though the 
* whole Creation frowns upon him, and 
© all Nature looks black about him, he 
has his Light and Support within him, 
that are able to chear his Mind, and 
bear him up in the midſt of all thoſe 
* Horrors which encompaſs him. He 

knows that his Helper is at Hand, and 
is always nearer to him than any thing 


F elſe can be, which is capable of annoy- 


* ing or terrifying him. In the mid& 
of Calumny or Contempt, he attends to 
that Being, who whiſpers better Things 

* within his Soul, and whom he looks 

C 2 upon 
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upon as his Defender, his Glory, and 
the Lifter-up of his Head, In his 
deepeſt Solitude and Retirement, he 
knows that he is in Company with the 
greateſt of Beings; and perceives with- 
in himſelf ſuch real Senſations of his 
Preſence, as are more delightful than any 
thing that can be met with in the Con- 
verſation of his Creatures, Even in 


the Hour of Death, he conſiders the 


Pains of his Diſſolution to be nothing 
elſe but the breaking down of that 
Partition, which ſtands betwixt his Soul 
and the Sight of that Being, who is 
always preſent with him, and is about 
to manifeſt itſelf to him in Fulneſs of 
Joy. 

© If we would be thus happy, (7 go 
on with the Words of this pious Author,) 
and thus ſenſible of our Maker's Pre- 
ſence, from. the ſecret Effects of his 
Mercy and Goodneſs, we muſt keep 
ſuch a Watch over all our "Thoughts, 
that, in the Language of the Scripture, 
his Soul may have Pleaſure in us. We 
muſt take Care not to grieve his Holy 


Spirit, but endeavour to make the Me- 
£ ditations 


— wv 
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«© ditations of our Hearts always accept- 
* able in his- Sight, that he may delight 
© thus to reſide and dwell in us. The 
© Light of Nature could direct Seneca to 
* this Doctrine, in a very remarkable Paſ- 
* ſage among his Epiſtles; /acer inet in 
nobis Spiritus, bonorum malorumque Cu- 
© flos & Obſervator; & quemadmedum nos 
© lum traftamus, ita & ille nos. There 
is a Holy Spirit reſiding in us, who 
watches and obſerves both good and 
evil Men, and will treat us after the 
ſame Manner that we treat him, But 
I ſhall conclude, /ays he, this Diſcourſe 
with thoſe more emphatical Words in 
Divine Revelation; if any Man love 
me, be will keep my Word, and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our Abode with him.” 


a a 6 a- a SS e- & - .v 


I have hitherto conſidered a good: 


Life, Firſt, as it fills our Minds with 
Joy, and Peace, and Comfort, and de- 
livers us from thoſe uneaſy Reflections, 
which haunt and torment the Sinner: 
And, Secondly, as it is a Means to lecure 
us from thoſe Evils, which are the im- 


mediate Eſſects of Sin, and to ſupport. ' 
C 3 us 
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us under ſuch Afflictions, as it pleaſes 
God, many Times, to ſend upon good 
Men in this World. I ſhall now con- 
ſider it with reſpect to ſome other Ad- 
vantages it has above that of a wicked 
Courle of Actions : and I hope it will fully 
appear, that there is nothing ſo likely to 
lecure a Man's Happineſs in this World, 
as a ſtrict Obſervance of the Precepts and 
Duties of Religion, 

St Peter lays it down as an undoubted 
Truth, that whoſoever deſires to live hap- 
pily, muſt live holily. He that will love 
Liſe, ſays he, and ſte good Days, let him 
reſrain his Tengue from Evil, and his Lips, 
that thcy ſpeak ns Guile, let bim eſchew 
Evil, and do Good, And the Reaſon that 
temporal Proſperity is ſo likely to be the 
Lot and Proportion of the Religious Man, 
is, becaufe the Eyes of the Lord are over the 
Righteous, and his Ears are open unto their 
Prayers; but the Face of the Lord is againſt 
them that do Evil. It is very evident, 
from the whole Tenor of the Scriptures, 
that the Providence of God does very 
much intereſt itſeif in the Care and Sup- 
port of good Men in this World. O 

| taſle 
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taſte and ſee, ſays the holy Pſalmiſt, how Pf. xxxiv. 
gracious the Load is: Bleſſed is the Man, 8. 9+ 10. 
phat truſteth in him. O fear ye the Lord, 
ye that are his Saints: fer they that fear 
him, lack nothing. The Lions do lack and 
ſuffer Hunger , but they who ſeck the Lord, 
ſhall want no manner of Thing that is good. 
How remarkable are the Words of the wiſe 
Son of Sirach to this Purpoſe ! Look at theFcclul, ii. 
Generations of old, ſays he; Did ever am. 
truſt in the Lord, and was confounded ? or 
did any abide in his Fear, and was for- 
faken? or whom aid he ever deſpiſe, that 
called upon him? Add to this that Ob- 
ſervation of holy David; I have been young, Pf. xxxvii, 
and now am old, and yet ſaw I never ibe 25. 
Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed begging 
their Bread. As on the contrary, 1 Have Ver. 36, 
ſeen, ſays he, the Ungodly in great Power, 30 
and flouriſhing like @ green Bay-tree : I went 
by, and lo! he was gone; I ſought bim, 
but bis Place could no where be found, 
The Contemplation of God's watchful Pro- 
vidence over good Men, made the devout 
Pſalmiſt reſolve and ſay, I will always pf. xxxiv. 
give Thanks unto the Lord: his Praiſe ſhall" 
ever be in my Mouth. 

C 4 It 
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It is certain, that God is a Being of in- 
finite Purity and Holineſs: and as he 
muſt therefore hate Iniquity, with the 
utmoſt Hatred; ſo there is no doubt, 
but a ſerious and conſcientious Obſer- 
vance of the Duties of Religion, will re- 
commend a Man to his Favour and Pro- 
tection, He that feeds the Fowls of the 
Air, and clothes the Graſs of the Field, and 
is of a Nature ſo diffulively bountiful, Þ 
as to make his Sun to riſe on the Evil, as 
well as on the Good, and ſends bis Rain 


both on the Juſt and Unjuſt, will undoubt- 


edly in a more peculiar manner bleſs the 
Labours of an honeſt and induftrious 
Man, and provide for thoſe that fear him, F 
and keep his Commandments. I wouldF 


not be underſtood to ſay, that never 


Of. v. 12. 


Pf. cxii. 3. 


any wicked Man has proſpered, nor 
any good Man been unſucceſsful in 
this World: For it pleaſes God many 
Times, for wiſe and good Ends, to ſuf— 
fer the Righteous to fall into great Per- 
plexities and Diſtreſſes. However, ſince 
the Scriptures aſſure us, that the Lord 
will bleſs the Righteous, and compaſs him 
with Favour as with a Shield; that M w_ 

an 
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and Riches ſhall be in the Houſe of him that. | 
feareth the Lord, and delighteth in his Com- Pſ. exii 1. 1 
mandments; that Bleſſings ſhall be upon his Prov. x. 6. | | 


Head; that tbe · Houſe of the Righteous. 7. 
ſhall fland, and the Tabernacle of the Up- iv. 11. 
right Hall flouriſh; that it ſhall be well —— 
with them that fear God; and in ſhort, ** | 
that, Godline/s has the Promiſe of the Liſe i Tim. 
that now is, as well as of that which is to8 . - 
come; I think we may certainly conclude, 
That a ſtrict Obſervance of the Duties of. 
the Chriſtian Religion, is the moſt likely 
Way a Man can take to thrive and pro- 
ſper in the World, and to make his Life- 
comfortable and happy. 

And of this Truth we may be con-- 
vinced, not only. from the Teſtimony: 
of Scripture, but from the Reaſon and 
Nature of Things. For, let any one- 
conſider and tell me, whether he that is 
zuſt and true in all his Dealings, honeſt 
and fincere in all his Profeſſions, and 
faithful to his Word and Promiſes; that 
is diligent and induſtrious in his Calling; 3-6 
makes it his. conſtant Rule to do to- 1 
all Men as he would they ſhould do tos 
him; and is ſo far from endeavouring to- 
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over-reach and defraud his Neighbour, 
that he chooſes rather to forego the 
greateſt Gain, than purchaſe it at the 
Expence of the leaſt Injuſtice: I ſay, 
let any one tell me, whether it is not 
much more probable, that ſuch an one 
ſhould enlarge his Fortune in the World, 
than he that acts the very Reverſe of all 
this; that practiſes all the Arts of 
Cheating and Lying, of Over-reaching 
and Circumvention, and ſtoops to every 
Thing, how baſe and diſhoneſt ſoever, 
which he thinks will turn to his preſent 
Profit; that conſiders not ſo much, how 


honeſt and upright his Actions are, as 


how profitahle; and cares not what his 
Neighbour ſuffers by his Injuſtice, ſo he 
himſelf does but get by it? Such an one, 
when he comes to be known, (as he will 
not be able long to conceal himſelf) will 
certainly loſe his Credit and Reputation; 
he will become hated and diſpiſed, and 
every one will be afraid to have any 
Dealings with him: On the other 


hand, the honeſt and upright Man (be- 
ſides the Bleſſing of God, which he can- 
not fail of) will be ſure to meet with 

the 
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the Love and Eſteem of all that know 
him: he will have few, if any, Ene- 
mies; but many Friends, and thoſe ſome 
of the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, who will 
be always ready to help and aſſiſt him, 
and be glad of every Opportunity of pro- 
moting his Intereſt and Happineſs. 

2. Another great Bleſſing of Life, and 
what gives a Reliſh to all other Enjoy- 
ments, is Health: And who is more likely 
to obtain this Bleſſing, than the Religious 
Man ? For will not Temperance, Sobriety 
and Virtue, (Duties which he practiſes) con- 
duce more to a found and vigorous Con- 
ſtitution of Body, than Surfeiting and 
Drunkenneſs, Luſt and Intemperance ; 
the miſchievous Effects of which are too 


viſible to be denied? I#/ho hath I/oe ? Prov.xyiiatt 
ſaid Solomon, who hath Serrow 2 who hath ?9» 30. 


Contentions? who bath Babbling ? who hath 
Wounds without Cauſe ? who hath Redneſs 
of Eyes ? They that tarry long at the Wine, 
they that go to ſeek mixed Hine. What Sick- 
neſs and Diſeaſes have ſome brought upon 
themſelves, merely by th ir Exceſſes and 
Debaucheries ! Diſeaſes, which have not 


terminated with their own Lives, but 
C 6 have 


— 


. —_— 
— 


4 i 2 
8 


„ 
* by 2 — 
— 2 


= 
NN m 
—— — — — — * 
— # * hg — 
R rr — — — — — — 
8 7 * 5 _ 


| The Great Importance 


have been entailed upon their unhappy 
Poſterity! And how can it be otherwiſe, 
unleſs it ſhould pleaſe God to change the 


Nature of Things? For if Men. will run 
into thoſe Exceſſes, which inflame and 


corrupt their Blood, it is no Wonder if 


a Feyer or Dropſy, or ſome more fatal Þ 


Diſtemper, proceed from ſuch Diforders : 


and when a vicious or debauched Parent | 


has brought Rottenneſs into his own Bones, Igoe 


though the Children may be free from the 
Vices of their Father, yet they frequently 
feel the miſchievous Effects of his Tranſ- 
greſſions all their Lives. 

3. Again, @ chearful and contented Mind. 
is another great Bleſſing of Life: for 
without it nothing in this World can make 
us happy. And by what means ſhall a Man 


obtain this, but by the Practice of. Religi- 
on? That will teach him to reſign his Will to 


God, to ſubmit to all the Diſpenſations of 
his Providence, and to be patient and 
eaſy, chearful and ſatisfied, under every 


Diſappointment and Trouble he meets 


with; as knowing that God is the ſove- 
reign Diſpoſer of all Things; a Being of 


infinite Goodneſs, Kindneſs and Love; 
that 


« 
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3 What does not willingly afflift the Children of 
Nen, but makes every Thing work together 
er good to them that love him. And how 
quiet, eaſy and contented muſt ſuch a. 
Man be under all Events! He has learn- 
; #4 with St. Paul, how to abound, and how 
Jo want; and as he is not puffed up with 
be one, ſo neither is he caſt down, when 
t pleaſes God to ſend the other, but 
goes through the World with a chearful, 
Even, and contented Mind, undiſturbed by 
hat Inquietude, Impatience, and Diſcon- 
tent, from which a proud, envious and am- 
bitious Man is ſeldom, if ever, free. 
4. Peace is Another great Bleſſing, high- 
y conducive to the Happineſs of Life : 
nd to this the religious Man has the 
ſteſt Claim. He conſiders, that if i iv. 
loved us, as to ſend his Son to be the Pro- 1011. 
tiation for our Sins, we ought 40 to leve- 
another : and therefore he is an Ene- 
y to no Man, but kind and good-na- 
red, and obliging to all; and if any one 1 
ſo unreaſonable as to. reward him Evil "F 
r Good, (as the Pfalmiſt complains ſome , 
xd done to himſelf) yet, in Imitation. 
his Bleſſed Saviour, (whoſe Example 
he 


. 


we 
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Matt. v. he continually ſets before him) he dig 
good to them that hate him, and prays f. 
them that deſpitefully uſe him and per ſecus 
1 Pet. ii, Bim. When be is reviled, he reviles 1 
23. again; when be ſuffers, he threatens mt 
but committeth himſelf to him that judge 
righteouſly. He reſolves, as St. Paul ad. 
Eph. iv. viſes, to put away all Bitterneſs, ariiftra 
182 Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and Etiſfru 
ſpeaking, with all Malice; and ende 
Jam. iii. vours to attain that Wiſdom which i 
xe from above, which is firſ® pure, th 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intrea 
ed, full of Mercy and good Fruits. A 
this Principle of Love, and Charity 
and Good Will to Mankind, as it rendohoſe 
the Mind quiet and eaſy, calm and coqhonſ. 
poſed ; ſo it makes a Man not only hater; 
py himſelf, but a Bleſſing and Comfort tm 
all about him: and conſequently attraq th, 
the Love, and Eſteem, and Admiratiq th. 
of all thoſe that ſee and feel the kind and 
benign Influences of ſo divine a Tempqhne! 
PC. cxix. Great Peace, ſays the Pſalmiſt, have ih] o 
108. which love thy Law, and nothing ſhall « 
fend them. And the Prophet aſſures u 
II. xxxii, That the Work of Righteouſneſs Hall 
="; Pea 
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nd 
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Pp eace, and the Effect of Righteouſneſs, Quiet- 
e and Aſſurance for ever. 
But now, on the other Hand, the Life 
f an angry and revengeful Man is all 
ver Storm and Tempeſt: he is lite alc.lvii.2o, 
oubled Sea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe 
aters caſt up Mire and Dirt. He is a 
tranger to Peace, and all the bleſſed 
ruits and Effects of it: for where Ex- lam. iii. 
hing and Strife is, there is Confuſion and 6 
en evil Work. His Mind is continually 
ſtleſs and uneaſy, agitated to and fro 
ea ith the violent Force of unruly Paſſions, 
Which lead him on from one Evil to ano- 
er, and hurry him many times into 
Woſe that are of a very miſchievous 
pnſequence, What Miſery and Tor- 
nt muſt a Man feel, who is poſſeſſed 
th a Spirit ſo directly contrary to that 
a the Goſpel! How little can he taſte 
the true Happineſs of Life, whoſe 
ind is always diſordered and out of 
PYine! He may perhaps poſſeſs a great 
[al of the World, but can enjoy very 
Je of it: For what Comfort can he 
Wd from any Thing in this World, who 
3 no Peace in his own Mind; who is 
at 
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at Enmity with himſelf, and with almoWif 
every one elſe, and is capable of being p 
out of Humour by every trifling, cro 
Accident? Is it poſſible for a Man of ſug 
a Temper to be happy, even in the mid 
of the greateſt Proſperity? No certai 


viour hath pronounced Bleſſed : They þ 
inherit. the Earth, and be refreſhed, as ti 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, in the Multitude of Peaifea 
and ſhall find a real Comfort in whate 
they poſſeſs; which (though it ſhould ha 
pen to be but little) yet being enjoyed 
Peace and Quiet, and with-a conten 
Mind, will undoubtedly yield them 
much greater and truer Satisfaction, 
a Man. of a contrary Diſpoſition e 
reap from large Poſſeſſions and am 
Revenues. 

5. I ſtall mention but one Advant: 
more which a good Man has abov 
wicked one, as to this World; and d 
is in reſpect-of dutiful and obedient 
dren: which is allowed by all to be ag 
Bleſſing in itſelf, and is what, I think, Yroul 
former has much more Reaſon to Peir 


pect and he pe for, than the latter. IY | 
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if it pleaſes God to bleſs a good Man 
Wwith Children, he begins very early to 
inſtil into their tender Minds the Princi- 
Mples of Virtue and Religion; he teaches 
hem to remember their Creator in the Days 
i their Youth, and brings them up in the 
Wear and Admonition of the Lord, He 
ets before them the Example of a holy 
nd religious Life; and endeavours to 
aWFvean them from the Pride and Vanity of 
he World, and from thoſe hurtful Luſts 
nd Paſſions, which tend only to make 
hem miſerable both here and hereafter, 
e inſtructs them in that Knowledge 
hich is Uſeful and Profitable, which 
ill give them a right Underſtanding of 
emſelves and of their Duty, and make 
em wiſe unto Salvation : and when the 
race of God co-operates with theſe En- 
Jeavours, (as it will not fail to do) 
hat comfortable Hopes may not ſuch a 
Warent entertain of reaping the happy 
ruits of all his Labours ? Inſtead of look- 
g upon his Children with Grief and 
rouble, and having his grey Hairs, by 
teir means, brought down with Sor- 
Dy to the Grave; how much rather 

| may 
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may he expect to behold them with Plez 


ſure and Delight, when he ſees them all, 
ſo many Olive- Branches round about hi 
Table, fruitful in every good Work, ane; 


increaſing in the Knowledge and Love abr 
God ? 


if 

There is no one, I believe, but villa 
allow, that this is the mt likely Way Nee 
Man can take to be happy in his Chil ayi 


dren: and though it ſhould not pros 
effectual, (for Succeſs is not in our ow! 1 
Power) yet of this he may be aſlurd 
that his pious and ſincere EF ndeavours 1 
train up his Children in a ſober, hone 
and religious Courſe of Life, will ce 
tainly recommend him to the Favoifhic. 
and Love of God; as is manifeſt fro 


bam on this very Account. And 1 
Lord ſaid, ſhall I hide from Abrah 


. that thing which Ido; ſeeing that Abrabagy 


ſhall ſurely become a great and mit 
Nation, and all the Nations of the Eail 
ſhall be bleſſed in him? For I know hi 
that he will command his Children and 
Houſhold after him, and ibey ſhall keep | 
Way of the Lord, 40 do Juftice and Ju 

men 
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„nent; that the Lord may bring upon Abra- 
am that which he hath ſpoken of him. 
i This is a great Encouragement to Pa- 
"Fents, to be very careful in the Education 
oft their Children: they are making Pro- 
viſion for their own Happineſs, at the 
"ame time that they are endeavouring to 
cure that of their Children. They are 
aying up in Store a good Foundation of 
Komfort againſt the Day of Trouble, if 
it ſhould ever come upon them; I mean, 
off it mould pleaſe God, that they ſhould 
ee to ſee their Children wicked and mi— 
neſtrable, notwithſtanding all the Endea- 
Yours they have uſed to make them other- 
iſe. They will then have the Com- 
"Wit to conſider, that they are clear 
em the Guilt of their Children's Sins: 
"nd will be free from thoſe bitter Reflec- 
ons that a wicked Man muſt make, 
1 ho ſees his Children ruined and un— 
S yne by thoſe Vices and Follies, which his 


al 


Aaneſs and Neglect ſuffered them to fall 
Wo. Bitter Reflections, I fay, they muſt 
D Thdoubtedly be, that ſuch a Parent will 
Nake, when he conſiders, that he has his 


Krample hath taught them, or his Care- 


* Children's 
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account for, and applies to himſelf (a 


ſurely die, and thou giveſt him not wary 


The Great Importance 


Children's Sins as well as his own t 


he juſtly may) thoſe dreadful Words, 
which Ged ſpake to the Prophet Ezekiel 
When I ſay unto the Wicked thou ſhall h 


ing, nor ſpeakeſs to warn the Wicked fri 
bis wicked Way, to ſave his Life; the ſam 
wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniquilty; by af] 
bis Blood will J require at thy Hands. Mt 
terrible Words of moſt juſt Judgment nde 
How dreadful muſt they ſound in the Ea 
of a wicked Parent, whoſe Children hafen 
periſhed through his Fault ! | 

I have now conſidered ſome of thoſfbts 
Duties to which Religion obliges us, an bd. 
endeavoured to ſhew how conducive the 
are to our temporal Happineſs: b}*. 
which, I hope, it ſufficiently appears, ho 
much good Men have the Advantage 0 H: 
the Wicked even as to this Worlff® | 
And here I cannot but take notice ng 
the wonderful Love of God to Mat 
kind, in that, to encourage our Obeden 
ence to his Laws, he has annexed a pmfpttl. 
ſent as well as future Reward to a goof 
Lite, and has ſo interwoven our Duty a fe 
. i Happinqpd; 
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appineſs together, that while we are diſ- 
harging our Obligations to the one, we 
re at the ſame time making Proviſion for 
he other, 

How much then do they derogate from 
he Honour of God, who repreſent Re- 
gion as an unprofitable and unpleaſant 
alk! when it 1s plain to any Man, 
Wat conſiders Things rightly, and is not 
nder the Prejudice of his Luſts and 
aſſions, that the great Deſign of Reli- 
jon is to make us happy here, as well 
hereafter; that all it's Rules and Pre- 
Fes are moſt admirably ſuited to this 
„ad: and, would Men be perſuaded to 
i ye in the Practice of them, we ſhould 
id this World a kind of Heaven upon 
h! 

4 Had the Practice of our Duty been 
er ſo irkſome and uneaſy, and had no- 
ing but Trouble and Miſery been the 
t of good Men in this World; yet 
den we conſider, that this Life will 
gortly have an End, and that there is an 
nal Weight of Glory reſerved in Hea- 
for thoſe that truly love and ſerve 


ind; what wiſe Man would not prefer 
the 


ori 
e | 
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the rugged Paths of Virtue and Religion, 
which he knows will ſhortly lead him in A= 
to an Eternity of Bliſs and Happineſs, be 
fore the Ways of Sin and Wickedneſs, (how 
pleaſant ſoever he might find them) whergy x 
he is in Danger every Moment of falling 
into the Pit of Deſtruction, and which, 
is ſure, will in a little Time bring him ins ** 
to a Place of endleſs Miſery and Tormentiſeſin 
But ſince there is nothing in Religiong i 
but what tends to make our Lives eaſy y 
chearful and contented z; nothing but whather ; 
is ſuitable to our Natures, and agreeablir 
to the Dictates of right Reaſon ; nothingf we 
but what will ennoble our Minds, enlarge t 
our Underſtandings, and inſpire us with A Re 
generous Principle of univerſal Love, anl its 
Charity and Good-will to Mankind; Mido 
ſhort, ſince the Commands of God are mk be 
grievous, but his Yoke is eaſy, and his B 
then light; it manifeſtly follows, that, aw 
a good Life is the higheſt Wiſdom, ſo ij m 


wicked one is the Extremity of Folly andh E 
Madneſs, Cor 
the 

D 
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EN Moſt gracious God, who, out 
"fl oO Jof thy great Love and tender 
Mixer . Regard for Mankind, haſt ſet 
Ne before us Life and Death, 
ntSfling and Curſing; and haſt endued 
ong with a Freedom of Will, and a Li- 
y to chooſe the one, and avoid the 
hater; and to encourage us to make a 
bit Choice, haſt annexed a preſent 
ing well as future Reward to our Obedi- 
rote to thy Laws, and made the Ways 
hy Religion Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and 
and its Paths to be Peace: O give me 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding, that I may 
be carried away by the deceitful Plea- 
ures of this World, but may ſee and 
gow and chooſe the Things which make 
my Peace, and wherein my true and 
q Happineſs does conſiſt, 
AConvince me more and more, that Sin 
Je greateſt of all Evils; that Guilt 
| Miſery are always inſeparable; and 


t there is no folid and ſubſtantial Hap- 
pineſs 
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pineſs to he attained in this Life, but what L. 
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reſults from the Teſtimony of a good m 
Conſcience, and the Hopes of thy Fa T. 
vour and Acceptancez and grant - that 
theſe momentous Truths may be ſo deap 
ly impreſſed upon my Mind, that I ma 
make. it the ſincere Endeavour of m 
whole Life to pleaſe and obey Thee" 
who art my ſovereign Good and Happi 
neſs 3 the only ſure Foundation of all n 
Hopes both here and hereafter; and i 
Compariſon of whoſe Favour, all 
Honours, Riches and Enjoyments of thiy 
World are as nothing. 

Deliver me, I beſeech Thee, from tiy 
Shame and Anguiſh, the Horror a 
Confuſion of a Guilty Conſcience z 
give me that Comfort and Complacenc 
of Mind, which ariſes from the Conſc 
ouſneſs of having been faithful in 


Service, and obedient to thy Will. A 
ſince thou haſt been . graciouſly pleak 
to make thy Service the moſt perfe 
Freedom, and the Practice of our D 
ſo conducive to our preſent as well as 
ture Well: being; O!] make me ſteadſ 
and immoveable in the Ways of t 
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hath Laws, and in the Works of thy Com- 
od) mandments; that having faithfully ſerved 
Fa Thee in this Life, I may at laſt be found 
ha meet to be a Partaker of the Inheritance 
Hof the Saints in Light, through the 
nal ſole Merits and Interceſſion of our Eter- 
mi nal Advocate and Mediator, Jeſus Chriſt. 
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BA 

% TI 

BY Ys that Religion is the only ſo- 
KFFEX lid Foundation of Happineſs 


in this World; the only Thing that can . 


make us paſs the Time of our Pilgrimage 


here on Earth, with any tolerable Eaſe and Þ- 


Comfort. I ſhall now proceed, in the next 
Place, to conſider the great Advantage of 


a good Life, from the comfortable Pros. 


ſpect it gives us when we come to die. 


And 


have endeavoured to ſhew, || 
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And this is an Advantage peculiar to 
Virtue and Religion, and to which a Life 
of Sin and Wickedneſs never pretended. 
The moſt which That promiſes its Vota- 
ries, is to regale their Senſes for a little 
while: it gives them no Hopes beyond the 
rave, nor aims at any Thing farther than 
a ſhort-lived Happineſs. When a wicked prov. xi. 
Man dieth, his Expectation ſhall periſh, 7 
For what is the Hope of the Hypocrite, Job xxvii, 
though be hath gained all that this World 8. 
can give him, when God taketh away his 
Soul? All his Enjoyments are then at an 
End, and thoſe Schemes upon which he 
has built his Happineſs, will vaniſh and 
I ſcome to nothing. But with a good Man 
„ ſit is far otherwiſe. He looks beyond this 
>= [preſent Life, and beholds with an Eye 
G of Faith the heavenly Jeruſalem, the City 
n F the living God: that Place of endleſs 
ze ifs and Happineſs, which God has pre- 
4 pared for them that love him. In the 
t Hopes and Expectation of this Happineſs, 
or e conſiders himſelf as 4 Pilgrim and 
ranger upon Earth, and is daily endea- 
during, through the Aſſiſtance of God's 
oly Spirit, by a Life of Virtue and 
d D 2 Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs, to become meet to be 25% 
Partaker of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light. th 
It muſt indeed be owned, that Death is | 4% 
the great King of Terrors; that the Diſſo- | 5. 
lution of Soul and Body, and the Thoughts | tic 
of becoming a Prey to the devouring | fo 
Worms, carries in it ſomething very ſhocks | gi 
ing to human Nature: Yet to a good Man, | ev 
Death appears in a quite different View. He ſh 
conſiders, that to leave this World is only 
to quit a Place of Trouble and Vexation, | a 
of Vanity and Emptineſs: it is to leave a} 7. 
| 
| 
| 


barren and dry Wilderneſs, where no Water | $1 
ſ is, for the delightful Regions of Bliſs and | 1b 
| Happineſs, where are Rivers of Plea- ©; 
ſure, and a never-cealing Spring of end-] tic 

leſs Comfort, which will ſatisfy the moſt | fa) 

l longing Deſires of the Soul. He conſi- my 
| ders, that though this earthly Tabernacle is | 1. 
diſſolved, yet be has a Building of God, 4 ali) 
Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in tht] fir 
| b x. Heavens: And is aſſured with 7ob, that his] So 
| J 5 26 27. Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at | th 
the latter Day upon the Earth : and though] af 
this Body be deſtroy'd, yet in his Fla] bi 
ſhall he ſee God, whom he ſball ſee for him- 
ſelf, 


— — 
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ſelf, and his Eyes ſhall behold, and not au- 
other's. | 5 

This is what Religion promiſes to 
them, who, by patient Continuance in well- 
doing, feek for Glory and Honour and Im- 
mortality. It is the Hopes and Expecta- 
tions of this unſpeakable Happineſs that 
fortify the Mind of a good Chriſtian, and 
give him a Courage and Reſolution, which 
even Death itſelf ſhall not be able to 
| ſhake. 

It was this that gave holy David ſuch 
a firmneſs of Mind as made him ſay, 


Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil; for “. 
thou art with me, thy Rod, and thy Staff 
comfort me. He had made God his Por- 


ſays he, is my jkony Rock, and my Defence, 
my Saviour, my God, and my Might, in 
whom 1 will truſt, my Buckler, the Horn 
aiſo of my Salvation. And though we 


Sorrows of Death had compaſſed him, and 
the Overflowings of Ungodlineſs made him 
afraid; that the Pains of Hell came about 
bim, and the Snares of Death overtock bim; 


* yet 


Though I walk through the Valley of ibe pf. xxii, 


find him ſometimes complaining, hat the 


55 


tion, his Hope and his Truſt: The Lord, viii. 1. 


1 
| 
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yet the great Confidence he had in the 
Goodneſs and Love of God, and the firm 
Belief of a better Life after this, over- 
came all his Fears. I had fainted, ſays 


ui. 15. he, but that 1 verily believe to ſee the 


Goodneſs of the Lord in the Land of the 
Living. 

Religion has been the Support of good 
Men in all Ages. It is certain, whoever 
leans upon any thing elſe, will find that 
he truſts to a broken Reed, which will 
bend under him. There is nothing (as I 
have obſerved in the former Chapter) 
but the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
and the Hopes of the Favour and Love 
of God, that is able to bear a Man up un- 
der the Weight and Preſſure of any great 
Calamity z much leſs will any thing elſe 
be ſufficient at the Hour of Death. For 
then we ſhall be ſtript of all the Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments of this World, of all 
thoſe things in which we are now apt to 
place. ſo great a Confidence: And unleſs 
we are fortified with the Shield of Faith, 
and the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs; un- 
leſs we have put on the Lord Jeſus, and 
are clothed. with the Robes of his Righ- 

teouſneſs, 


wk, Q as J* 
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teouſneſs, we ſhall be left naked and de- 
fenceleſs, to encounter Death with all its 
Terrors. The Sinner, how much ſo ever 
he may now rut, in the Multitude of bis 
Riches, and ſtrengthen himſelf in his Wicked. 
neſs, muſt then give up all his Dependencies, 
and deſcent into the Regions of Darkneſs 
without Hope, and (what is yet more 
terrible) with dreadful] Expectations. Of 
what infinite Moment is it then to us all, 
ſo to live, that when the Time appointed 
for our great Change ſhall come, we may 
meet Death without Fear and Aſtoniſh- 
ment ; and with an humble Confidence, may 
look up to God in an aſſured Hope of his 
Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus! 

A good Life is the ſure Pledge of a 
happy Death. As it fills our Minds with 
Joy and Satisfaction while we live, far 
ſurpaſſing all the Pleaſures of ſenſual En- 
joy ments; ſo, when we come to die, it 
gives us that Peace of God which paſſeth 
all Underſtanding. When a Man in his laſt 
Hour can look back upon a Life well 
ſpent, and can ſay with King Hezekiah, 


Remember now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, Iſaiah | 
XXXVIII. 3. 


bow I have walked before thee. in Truth 
D 4 and 
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yet the great Confidence he had in the 
Goodneſs and Love of God, and the firm 
Belief of a better Life after this, over- 
came all his Fears. I had fainted, ſays 


xxvii. 1 6, he, but that 1 verily believe to ſee the 


Goodneſs of the Lord in the Land of the 
Living. 

Religion has been the Support of good 
Men in all Ages. It is certain, whoever 
leans upon any thing elſe, will find that 
he truſts to a broken Reed, which will 
bend under him. There is nothing (as I 
have obſerved in the former Chapter) 
but the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
and the Hopes of the Favour and Love 
of God, that is able to bear a Man up un- 
der the Weight and Preſlure of any great 
Calamity z; much leſs will any thing elſe 
be ſufficient at the Hour of Death. For 
then we ſhall be ſtript of all the Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments of this World, of all 
thoſe things in which we are now apt to 
place. ſo great a Confidence: And unleſs 
we are fortified with the Shield of Faith, 
and the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs; un- 
leſs we have put on the Lord Jeſus, and 
are clothed with the Robes of his Righ- 


teouſneſs,, | 
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— 
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teouſneſs, we ſhall be left naked and de- 
fenceleſs, to encounter Death with all its 
Terrors. The Sinner, how much ſo ever 
he may now ruſt, in the Multitude of bis 
Riches, and ſtrengthen himſelf in his Wicked. 
neſs, mult then give up all his Dependencies, 
and deſcent! into the Regions of Darkneſs 
without Hope, and (what is yet more 
terrible) with dreadful Expectations. Of 
what infinite Moment is it then to us all, 
ſo to live, that when the Time appointed 
for our great Change ſhall come, we may 
meet Death without Fear and Aſtoniſh- 
ment; and with an humble Confidence, may 
look up to God in an aſſured Hope of his 
Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus! 

A good Life is the ſure Pledge of a 
happy Death. As it fills our Minds with 
Joy and Satisfaction while we live, far 
ſurpaſſing all the Pleaſures of ſenſual En- 
joy ments; ſo, when we come to die, it 
gives us that Peace of God which paſſeth 
all Underſtanding. When a Man in his laſt 
Hour can look back upon a Life well 
ſpent, and can ſay with King Hexekiab, 


Remember now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, Iſaiah | 
XXXV11L, 3. 


bow I have walked before. thee in. Truth 
D 4 and 
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and with a perfect Heart, and have done 
that which is good in thy Sight, what an 
unſpeakable Satisfaction muſt it be to him! 
How mild and calm will Death then ap- 
pear, and with how little Concern will he 
receive its Summons ! With what Chear- 
fulneſs will he then take leave of this 
World, and all that was dear to him in it; 
and how contentedly will he quit his 
earthly Tabernacle, when he conſiders, that 
he is to exchange it for a Building of God, 4 
Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heavens! I ſay, what an unſpeakable 
Comfort muſt it be to a dying Man, when 
he is entering into the Valley of the Shadow 


of Death, to have before him a bright 


Proſpect of Life and Glory; to find the 
Light of God's Countenance ſhining upon 
his Mind, and the Comforts of his Holy 
Spirit chearing and refrefhing his Soul; 
to be able to look up to God with a fili- 
al Confidence, and with a Hope full of 
Glory and Immortality, to reſign his Soul in- 
to the Hands of his Maker ; not doubring, 
bur his heavenly Father, whom he has 
faithfully ſerved in this World, will take 
Care of him, and reward him in the next; 

and 
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and that the ſame infinite Power and 
Goodneſs, that has carried him ſafe through 
this Vale of Tears and Miſery, will con- 
duct him in his Paſſage to a bleſſed Eter- 
nity! O! how far more happy muſt the 
Death of ſuch an one be, than the moſt 
envy'd State of the greateſt Mortal! Who 
would not wiſh % die the Death of the 
Righteous, and that his laſs End may be like 
bis? Eſpecially, | 

If we conſider, in the next Place, the 
miſerable Condition of a wicked Man, 
when Death approaches. But how ſhall I 
deſcribe the Agonies and Convulſions of 
Mind, that a deſpairing Sinner labours un- 


| der in his laſt Hour! Who can expreſs 


the thouſandth Part of the Anguiſh and 
Torment that He feels, who is under the 


Terrors of Death and Damnation! The prov. 
Spirit of a Man, ſays Solomen, will ſuſ-xviil. 14. 


tain his Infirmity, but a wounded Spirit 
who can bear? The moſt exquiſite Pains 
and Torments of the Body, are nothing 


comparable to what a dying Sinner feels, 


from the Stings of his guilty Conſcience. 
With what Shame and Confuſion does he 
then look back upon the Actions of his 

D 5 paſt 
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paſt Life? How does he tremble, and ſtand" 
confounded at the Sight of thoſe Sins, which: 
were once the darling Objects of his guilz 
ty Deſires; and what an horrible Dread: 
overwhelms his Mind, when he conſiders, 
that he is entering upon that unchangeable 
State, from which he knows there is no- 
Redemption; that he is going to give an- 
Account of a Life, which he cannot think 
upon without Horror and Amazement, and 
for which he is juſtly afraid he ſhall in a. 
few Moments be conſigned to endleſs Mi- 
ſery and Torments! How does he con- 


demn himſelf, when he conſiders: that he 


has ſpent that Time inlignificantly and: 


wickedly, which was given him for noble 


and excellent Purpoſes. that he has neg- 


lected the great and important Work of: 
his Salvation, and been deaf to all the Calls: 
and Invitations of God's holy Spirit; that: 
inſtead of laying up in Store a good Foun-- 
dation of Hope and Comfort againſt the 
Day of Trouble, which is now come upon 


him, he has heaped up to himſelf.a dread. 


ful Load of Guilt, which is ready to fink. 


him with its intolerable Weight! 


Q. wretched: 


be ., ei = A .CJ&4 ws _ ww 
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O wretched Man, what wouldeſt thou 
give (were it in thy Power) to recall thoſe 
precious Moments, which thou has la- 
viſhed away in Sin and Vanity! How- 
doſt thou wiſh, that thou had known in 
time the Things that belong to thy Peace! 
But alas! they are now hid from thine 
Eyes, and nothing is left but Darkneſs and 
Deſpair. 

But let us ſuppoſe the Life of a dying 
Perſon not to have been ſo flagrant and 
vicious, as to fill his Mind with ſuch black. 
and deſpairing Thoughts: Yet, if upon 
the Review of it in his laſt Hour, he 
finds in it ſuch a Mixture of Good and 
Evil, that he is in great Doubts and Per- 
plexities concerning his eternal Welfare, 
how ſad and diſconſolate muſt his Condi- 
tion even then be! And what: a dreadful 
Concern will he labour under, when he 


conſiders that he is leaving this World, 


and going he knows not whither ; that he 
is juſt launching out into the bounleſs 
Ocean of Eternity, and knows not but. 
the Moment he does ſo, he may fink in- 
to the terrible Abyſs of endleſs Miſery 


and Torment? It is, without all Queſtt- 
D 6 on,: 


12 
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on, a moſt uncomfortable Thing to be 


doubtful of a Matter, of which it ſo nearly 
concerns us to have ſome reaſonable Aſſy. 


- Trance, 


O! that Men would be perſuaded ſeri- 


ouſly to think on theſe things ; that they 
would he wiſe and consider tbeir latter 


Xii. 29. End; and as the P/almift adviſes, would 


PC. xxxv11. 
38. 


% 


keep Innocency, and take heed do the Thing 
that is right ; for that, and that only, ſhall 
bring a Man Peace at the laſt. And who 
is there ſo ſtupid, that would not wiſh for 
ſo invaluable a Bleſſing ? What wiſe Man 
would not rather ſubmit to the worſt that 
could befall him here in a fort Life, than 


run the leaſt Riſque of going out of this 


World under the Terrors of a guilty Con- 
ſcience? It is (whatever thoſe, who are 
carried away by their Luſts and Paſſions, 
may think to the contrary,) it is the ut- 
moſt Wiſdom of Man to prepare for his 
latter End, by conduQting himſelf accord- 
ing to the Will of his great Creator : For 
it is certain, however fome may flatter 
themſelves, there 1s no leaving this World, 
with any tolerable Compoſure, unleſs our 
Lives have been ſuch, as through the ten- 

der 
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der Mercies of God, and the Merits of 
Chriſt Jeſus, we may reaſonably hope 
that we are in- the number of thoſe, whom 
our great Judge ſhall at the laſt Day pro- 
nounce Bleſſed. But this is only the Lot 
and Portion of the Righteous; for how 
can any one, Whoſe Life has been a di- 
ject Contradiction to the Will of God, 
entertain any reaſonable Hopes of his Fa- 
your? For though he ſhould, perhaps, 
when he ſees Death approaching, lament 
and bewail the Folly of his paſt Life, and 
with ſtrong Crying and Tears reſolve upon 
a new Courſe of Life, if it Thould pleaſe 
God to ſpare him; yet ſince the Goſpel 
hath no where aſſured us, that God will 
accept of a Death-bed Repentance, or be 
reconciled to a Sinner, who, after he hath 
lived a wicked and careleſs Life, and 
been deaf to all the Calls and Invitations 
of the Holy Spirit, the Threatnings of 
the Goſpel, and the Checks of his own 
Conſcience, ſhall at the laſt, when he is 


able to gratify his Luſts no longer, and be- 


gins to fear the ſad Conſequence of his Sins, 
cry out for Mercy, and wiſh that he had 
been wife in Time; I ſay, ſince God has 
no 
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no where revealed, that he will accept of 
any Repentance which is not followed byþy 1 
a thorough Change and Amendment ond 
Life, and a ſincere Obedience to his Com B 
mandments; and fince it is impoſſible fa L 
a dying Sinner to bring forth ſuch Fruits, 
of Repentance; how unſatisfactory muſſbay 
the Hopes be, that are built upon ſo uncerqy,, 
tain a Foundation! hat 

*Tis true, to repent is all that a. Man, 
who has led a wicked Life, can do wheshat 
he comes to die: and it would be well fora 
his own Sake, and for the Sake of high i 
ſorrowful Friends and Relations, that he&ow 
would do this much, and not go ouſt 
of the World hardened and inſenſibleynar 
(for who knows how far infinite Mercyſ(all 
may be extended?) But ſurely, it mulls t 
be allowed to be the greateſt Inſtance qe. 
Folly and Madneſs, to venture a MatMir 
ter of ſuch infinite Moment upon ſo un] 1 
certain an Iſſue; upon a few broken rin 
confuſed, and almoſt deſpairing Sighyhe 
and Groans, For if the remorſe andly4 
Horrors, the ſolemn Vows and Reſolu- ua, 
tions of ſuch Men ſhould not prove a true; 
godly Sorrow, @ Repentance to Salvation 


S 


Fa RELicious LITE. 

t o to be repented of, (as no Man can 
I billy they certainly will) they are loſt and 
t Gndone to all Eternity. 


om But ſuppoſe we could be affured, that. 


a Death-bed Repentance would be affec- 


ullSial;. yet who can tell, whether a Man 


Nutay have Time for that Work in the 


*MHour of Death? Or if he could be certain». 
hat a lingering Sickneſs would put an 
nd to his Days; yet how does he know 
hentat God will then vouchſafe him the 
faßßrace of Repentance! and without That, 
is impoſſible he ſhould repent. O 
ow much rather may ſuch an one fear, 
outfeſt. God ſhould be ſo provoked: by his- 
nany wilful Refuſals to hearken to the 
rcyKalls and Admonitions of the Holy Spirit, 


[a 


hi 


le 
with to cut ſhort his Day of Grace, and de- 
la Mind! 


ur] The Scripture aſſures: us, there is a 
emſlime when Men ſhall call upon God, and 


ver him over to a hardened and reprobate 


zMhe will not hearken. Becaaſe I have called, proy. j. 
ndnd ye refuſed, 1 have ſtretebed out my 24, Cc. 


lu - Mand, and no Man regarded: But ye have 


ueltt at nought all my Counſel, and would 
ionen of my Reproof : 1 alſo will laugh at 
. 1 \ Nau. 
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your Calamity, I will mock when yourkre 
Fear cometh; when your Fear cometh lou 
Deſolation, and your Deſtruction cometh Ani 
a Whirlwind, when Diſtreſs and Anguißblger 
cometh upon you. Then fhall they call upabd 
me, but I will not anſwer, they ſhall ſethir. 
me early, but they ſhall not find me: Fathhil, 
that they hated Knowledge, and did mod 
chuſe the Fear of the Lord; they wouldfs | 
none of my Counſel. They deſpiſed all hen 
Reproof , therefore ſhall they eat of thithou 
Fruit of their own. Way, and be filled withh.D 
their own Devices. The End of the Longe 
ſuffering and Forbearance of God, is em 
lead Men to Repentance: but if, inſtead&erh 
of producing that bleſſed effect, it only har-: 
dens them in their Sins, and makes them re- tre 
ſolve to go on in their wicked Courſes, vainlyhhd 
preſuming they ſhall repent, when they m 
come to die; how juſt may it be in God toſpt) 
leave them at their Jaſt Hour under allÞuſt 
the Terrors and Agonies of a fearful Death: ple 
to laugh at their Calamity, and to mock whathanc 
their Fear cometh ! 2 Tien 
O] conſider this, all ye that forget Godor 
left he pluck you away, and there be none ind 
deliver ye; conlider it in due Time, be 
| fore 
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re it is too late, before the dreadful 
our comes upon you, when all Oppor- 
Anities of reconciling yourſelves to your 
Whkfended God ſhall be taken from you, 
Pond the Door of Hope ſhall be for ever 
faut. Lay aſide your Paſſions for a little 
Fathhile, and liſten to the Threatnings of 
pod's Holy Word, the Admonitions of 
us bleſſed Spirit, and the Checks of your 
gon Conſciences. Be perſuaded to ſet 
i2thout the great Work of your Salvation, 
uah-Day, while it is called to. Day, before 
gie Night cometh when no Man can work, 
Memember, that though you are now, 
adgerhaps, in Health and Strength; in 
arie Prime and Vigour of your Tears; 
re- rrounded with the Pleaſures of a great 
yd ſplendid Fortune; yet the Time is 
eyÞoming, and (whether you think of it or 
togot) will haſten on apace, when you 
allÞuſt take your Leave of all that is deſir- 
h ple upon Earth. And nothing will then 
fand you in any Stead, but a good Con- 
Fience; neither Honours, nor Riches, 
or any thing elſe: that Men are now ſo 

nd of, will then be able to give you 


ene Moment's Eaſe, or afford you one 
comfort- 


'ON 
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comfortable Thought. Nothing will H . 
then regarded but the Conſciouſneſs ꝗ pi 
having in ſome Meaſure anſwered thi; 
End for which God ſent you into t 
World ; for having lived in the Fear a 
Love of God, and in Simplicity and gulf g, 
ly Sincerily had your Converſation in I ha 
World. 
2 Tim. iv. It was this that made St. Paul deſire f th. 
75 g. be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt; for 
had fought à good Fight, and finiſhed N. 
Courſe, and kept the Faith, And therefo C 
he could ſay with great Aſſurance, whe * 
the Time of his Departure was at hand, thi 
there was laid up for him a Crown 
Righteouſueſs, which the Lord, the right - 
teous Judge, ſhould” give bim at that Dy 
And it was this that made a late pio 
* Divine of our Church, when he w 
near his Death, utter theſe remarkab 
Expreſſions. © I am entering upon m 
* laſt Labour; the Lord gave, and 
is now taking away, bleſſed be t 
Name of the Lord: For I thank m 
© God, I am going without any Diſtrul * 
Mr. Kettlewell; ſee the Preface to his five Di Je, 
courſes publiſhed ſince his Death, = Ab 
W1ENOL 


rull 


. 


hou 
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without the leaſt Miſ-giving, to a 


Place of Reſt, and Joy, and everlaſt- 


ing Bliſs. There is no Life like a hap- 
py Death. I have endeavoured, even 
from my Youth, to approve myſelf a 


I faithful Servant to my great Maſter. I 


have taken ſome Pains in writing ſeve- 
ral Books; I have ſeriouſly conſidered 
them, and am fully ſatisfied (looking 
on thoſe about him) that you may find 


Fin them the Way to Heaven. The 


Chriſtian Duties contained therein have 
been my Practice, as well as Study: 
and now I find the Advantage of it. 
And therefore be careful to read them 
often and ſeriouſly, and live ſuitably 
thereunto, that when you come to the 
Condition I am now in, you may die 
with Comfort, as you ſee me do. I 
have ſome little Pain indeed; but my 
Pain is nothing ſo extraordinary as my 
Hopes: for I have earneſtly repented 
of all my Sins, and verily believe, that 
through the tender Mercies of my God, 
and the Merits of my bleſſed Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt, I ſhall be carried up into 


Abraham's Boſom'. After which, it is 
| ſaid,, 
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faid, he made this ſhort Prayer. I wait 
O God, for that Everlaſting Reſt, whichſit! 
* I want at preſent, but ſhall not long. rie 
am ready, when thou, my God, calleſÞ*, 
for me; yet can ſtay with Patience tif. 
thou pleaſeſt: for thy Time is than 
* beſt Time, and thy Pleaſure the beſt 
* Pleaſure.” 
See here the End of a good Mane 
how calm, how ſerene and comfortable | 
his Death? Is there any Thing like this 
in the Caſe of a wicked Man, in the Hou 
of his Diſſolution ? Alas! no: if you behol&= 
ſuch an one in his laſt Extremity, (unle 
he dies hardened and impenitent) you wil 0 
hear little elſe but bitter Reflections, ſas 
Bewailings, wretched Upbraidings of himghit 
ſelf for the Folly and Madneſs of Mir 
paſt Life; and theſe ending in deſpairinghic 
Sighs and Groans, black and dreadtul td. 
himſelf, and very terrible to all abou... 
him. May God, of his infinite Mercy. 
keep every one from ſuch a dreadiuſg..: 
Hour; and teach us all ſo to number oh... 
Days, as to apply our Hearts unto - tiWtlh, 
Wiſdom : That Wiſdom, which will mal 
us wiſe unto Salvation, and fill our Mind. 
; * Frar 
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ith Comfort and Satisfaction, while we 
e; and, what is of infinitely more Va- 
ehe, give us, when we come to die, bat 


i eace of God which paſſeth all Under- 
nding, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


eſt} 
MRO RCNCNC HINA LINN INI ICI 


hi A PRAYER. 


DI SC Moſt great and mighty God, 

| © in whoſe Hands are the Iſſues 
"WE N of Life and Death ! Thou or- 
b dereſt all Things by thy in- 
ite Power and Wiſdom, and haſt ap- 
dinted for all Men once to die, and after 
Wis ſhort Life is ended, haſt of thy infi- 
Site Goodneſs provided for thy faithful 
ervants, a State of endleſs Bliſs and Hap- 
Maeſs. O make me truly ſenſible of the 
railty and Uncertainty of my Life, and 
Hach me ſo to number my Days, that I 
Day apply my Heart unto true Wiſdom, 
t not Death ever ſurprize me unawares, 
find me in a State unprovided : But 


Fant that I may live in ſuch a conſtant 
Pre- 
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Preparation for my latter End, that how, v 
ſuddenly ſoever thou ſhalt be pleaſed xt 
take me out of this World, I may beo 
found ready and prepared for that preath 7 
Account, which I muſt one Day give bed; 
fore the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt. Ena, 
ble me by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace andþ; | 
Holy Spirit, to finiſh the great Work th 
my Salvation before the Night comes the 
when no Man can work, and to lay up aþ ( 
good Foundation of Hope and Comfe 
againſt the Hour of my Death; thi 
when the Time of my Departure ſha 
come, I may look back upon a well-ſpentf 
Life with Joy and Comfort, and may meet; 
Death without Fear. t 

Look upon me, O moſt gracious Godhh! 
when the Time of my Diſſolution draw$hit 
nigh, as a reconciled Father in Chrilth 2 
Jeſus : Speak Peace unto my Conſcience il, 
and ſay unto my Soul, I am the God of tt 
thy Salvation. Let not the cruel Enemyh | 
of Souls affrighten me with his Terrors iu, 
but give thy Holy Angels Charge ovetfit | 
me to keep me out of his Hands, and) 
let the Comforts of thy Holy Spirit cheark 
and refreſh my Soul, in its Paſſage throughſh 

| this 
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doc Vale of Tears and Miſery, to a hap- 
| WEternity. 

XY) Lord! leave me not to myſelf in 
read: Time of Diſtreſs, when I ſhall ſtand 
WJ much need of Thee. Confirm my 
th, ſupport me in my dying Agonies, 


eth. Let thy merciful Ears, O God, 
den then open to my Prayers; and ſpare 
bp O Lord moſt holy, O God moſt 
0 ty, O holy and merciful Saviour, 
bath moſt worthy Judge eternal! ſuffer 
nal not at my laſt Hour, through any 
ens of Body or Weakneſs of Mind, to 
Ketounce my Dependence upon Thee: But 
t, O merciful Father, that with an 
0Mble- Reliance on thy Mercies, and the 
Wiknite Merits of my dear Redeemer, and 
ri an entire Submiſſion to thy bleſſed 
Cel, I may chearfully reſign up my Soul 
alp thy Hands, and may be willing and 
my a deſirous to leave this World, when 
rau, my God, in thy great Wiſdom ſhall 
venſit fitting. 

nas) Lord! let me never be ſeparated 
n Thee: but grant that my Soul may 


gl united to Thee (who art the Ful- 
his neſs 


e: 


| forſake me not, when my Strength 
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neſs of all Happineſs) by the ſtrongel 
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Ties of Faith, Love and Obedience, tha * 
after a Life ſpent here in thy Service, N 
may dwell with Thee in Life everlafting 
and be received into thoſe Manſions « 


Eternal, Bliſs, and Glory, which Thou hal 


prepared for them that truly love and ſei & 
Thee; through the Merits and for t 
ſake of thy beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt, ou 


Lord and only Saviour. Amen, 


| 
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ESSEX Itherto I have conſidered the 


5 U AR great Advantages of Religion, 
zh Ys as they reſpect "only our Well- 
ARX being in this World, and our 
wing comfortably out of ir. But, as 
here are other Advantages attending a good 
Life, infinitely beyond all that have been 
mentioned; namely, that it will entitle 
s, through the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus, 
Th an Inheritance incerruptible, and unde- 
fled, and that fadeth not away; I ſhall en- 
H E deavour 
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deavour to ſhew, in the laſt Place, thao 
a ſerious and conſcientious Obſervance oflan 
the Duties of Religion, will moſt certainlSo 
be rewarded with eternal Happineſs in thetal 
Life to come. i 
And here I ſhall not preſume ſo muddy} 
as to aim at a Deſcription of that exceed v0 
ing Weight of Glory, which God has 
ſerved for them that truly love him. 
the Scripture, indeed, the Glories of tc 
other World are repreſented to us, II 
Condefcenſion to our weak Capacities, A 
4 Kingdom, and a Crown, an eternal Kingdis 
dom, and à never fading Crown : But thin; 
State of the other World is a State ſo unſng 
known to us, and ſo much above our imdin; 
rfect Conceptions, that we ſhall neveye, 
be able fully ro comprehend it, till wry 
arrive at the actual Enjoyment of it. Fats, 
though we know that we ſhall there fed, 
God, and the bleſſed Jeſus, who lowll,,, 
us, and gave himſelf for us, and ſhall wh 
all Eternity enjoy Him, who is the Source, 
and Fountain of all Good; that we ſhall; 
there converſe with Saints and Angelster 
and for ever be ſinging Anthems of Praiſq ag 
to our great Creator and Redeemer; yeſ ve 


* 
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thathow great the Pleaſure of this will be, 
e ond with what Extaſies and Raptures our 
inhjSouls ſhall then break forth, when they 
theaſte of that Fulnes of Foy which 
is in the Preſence of God for evermire, is 
mclgybat our finite Underſtandings cannot 
era poſſibly reach. Of this we may reſt aſſur- 
d, that the Things which God has re- 
erved for them that love him, are 
Much as neitber Eye hath ſeen, nor Ear 
Ward, neither hath it entered into the 
SHeart of Man to conceive. And as this 
"is ſufficient for us at preſent, and as 
much as we need to know concern- 
unſing this Matter; all curious Inquiries 
WJinto the Nature of the Happineſs of the 
evelnext Life, will be of ſmall Uſe to us: 
WIThey may fill our Heads with fine 
FalS>eculations, but will ſignify little to di- 
ſegſ ect our Practice. What we are more 
ovl-oncerned to know is, that our ſincere 
| WObedience to God's Commandments, will 
ureg certainly be rewarded with eternal Life and 
half Happineſs. Of this, indeed, it is a Mat- 
zeln ter of great Importance to us, to be well 
raiſg aured; that we may not be weary of 
ei well-doing, but may run with Patience Heb, xi. 
he E 2 the. 


78 | 
Phil. ii. the Race that is ſet before us, and preſs . 


44. wards the Mark for the Prize of the bighlf 
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Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. | 

There are ſome indeed (and a melandif + 
choly Conſideration it is that there ax 1 
any ſuch) who would have us beliey 
that we die like the Beaſts that peril 
and that, when we leave this World N 
there is an End of us. But theſe, upot MB 
Inquiry, I believe, will be always found, 
to be ſuch, who firſt live as if ther, 
was no God, and then endeavour to pern 
ſuade themſelves and others, that ther, f. 
really is none; ſo that, inſtead of regulaj,,, 
ting their Practice by their Faith, they dag, 
moſt prepoſterouſly ſuit their Faith hoi 
their Manners. I ſhall not concern mid 
ſelf at preſent with theſe Men; my Deild 
ſign being chiefly for the Sake of thoſeſnd 
who believe the Chriſtian Religion, anGer 
the Revelation of God's Will in the Hohe; 
ly Scriptures. And ſurely to ſuch it case 
be no Doubt, but that in thoſe ſacred,;, 
Writings we have eternal Life; and thay, 


the Performance of God's Command, 


ments, is the certain Condition of obtair 


ing it. 
Indeed 
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Iadeed, natural Religion will teach us, | 
xt only that God is, but that he is a Re- 
thorder of them that diligently ſeek bim. 

Vit it has pleaſed God, of his great Good- 
af eſs, not to leave us to the Light of Na- 
ure, to find out this weighty Truth. 
The Rewards of another Life are fo ful- 
and clearly revealed in the Writings of 
ur Saviour and his Apoltles; and the 
Nay to obtain. them is there ſo plainly 
ud down, that there is no Room for any, 
ungoubt, or Uncertainty, about the Mat- 
err. Whatever dark or imperfect No- 
* ions the Jews, as well as Gentiles, had of 
future State, it is certain hat Life and 
mortality is now brought to Light by the 
pe: and we may reſt aſſured, that 
| (Hough when we die, our Bodies ſhall be 
mid in the cold Chambers of the Grave, 
Deſnd there become the Food of Worms, 
oled moulder into Duſt and Rottenneſs ;- 
aliGet it will not be long ere this corruptible i Cor. xv. 
Hoa put on Incorruption, and this mortal53. 
ball put on Immortality. For God hath ap- Ads xvii, 
crehhinted a Day, in the which be will judge3"- 
mite World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man 
nahem he bath ordained; whereof he hath 
ain E 3 given 


eve 
if 


rid 
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given Aſſurance unto all Men, in that be hath f 
2 Cor. v.raiſed him from the Dead: A Day wherein! 
we muſt all appear before the Judgment ſeu bat 


of Chriſt, that every one may receive th 
Things done in his Body, according to that Mur 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. Auge 
then all that are in their Graves ſhall hear higha' 
Voice, and ſhall come forth: they that baut 
done Good, unto the Reſurrettion of Life, andel 
they that have done Evil, unto the Reſurrec- luft. 
jion of Damnation. 

Whoever then believes the Goſpel, (as fut 
every one muſt, that lives under the In 
fluence of it, unleſs he is wretchedlyJ&r 
blinded by his Luſts and Paſſions) can ſibe 
never doubt of theſe two great Articles of ſſee 
the Chriſtian Religion, the Reſurrection of [11 
the Body, and the Life everlaſting. The Poſ- vi 
ſibility of the former has been made evi- I co 
dent by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt f c 
from the Dead; and the Certainty of the In 
latter appears from the expreſs Reve-| 4 
lations of God in the Holy Scriptures, | dc 
Indeed the whole Tenor of the Chriſ-]G 
tian Religion ſufficiently proves it; every 
Precept of which tends to purify and re- P 
fine our Natures, and to fit and prepare] E 
us 


bath 


Yen 
ſeat f 

the 
* by 
And 


big 
Wo 
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In- 
dly 
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of 
of 


of- 


contentions, and do not obey the Truth, but 


| Indignation and Wrath, Tribulution and 
| Anguiſh, upon every Soul of Man that 
| doth Evil, of the Few firſt, and alſo of the 
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for the Society of Saints and Angels in 
other Life. The Apoſtle aſſures us, 
at God bath not appointed us to Wrath,.1 Theft. v. 
to obtain Salvation by our Lord Feſus 9. 10. 
briſt, who died for us, that we ſhould live 
wether with him. And St. John tells us, john iii. 
dat God /o loved the World, that he gave 16. 
only begotten Son, to the End that all that 
lieve in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
fling Liſe. 

If then we believe, that God is infinitely 
uſt and true, we can never doubt that 
it the great Day of Retribution, be will ren- 
ter ta every Man according to his Deeds: to Rom. ii. 
them ch by patient Continuance in well doing, 6, 7, 8, 9- 
ce for Glory and Honour and Immortality, 
He who is Truth itſelf and cannot deceive, 
will give cternal Life; but to them, who are 


obey Unrighteouſneſs, he will pour forth 


- | Gentile. 
Our Saviour, in his Expoſition of the 
Parable of the Tares, tells us, that at the 


E 4 ſend 40, 41, 42 


End of the World, the Son of Man ſbball Matt. xiii. 
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fend forth his Angels, and they ſhall gather 
out of his Kingdom all Things that offend, 
and them which do Iniquity, and ſhall caft 

them into a Furnace of Fire; there ſhall be 

wailing and gnafhing of Teeth. And ſo in 

his Expoſition of the Parable of the 

Net in the ſame Chapter, he ſays, that at 

Ver. 49, the End of the World, the Angels ſhall come 
50. forth, and ſever the Wicked from among the 
Juſt; and ſhall caſt them into the Fur- 


i n iſbing of Teeth, Thus again we are 
Ma't xxv. told by our Savicur, that when the Son of 


33, 34. holy Angels with bim, then ſhall he fit upon 
the Throne of his Glory, and before him ſhall 
be gethered all Nations, and he ſhall. ſepa- 
rate them one from another, as a Sbep- 
herd divideth his Sheep from the Goats ; 
and he ſhall ſet the Sheep on his right Hand, 
but the Goats on the Left. Then ſhall he ſay 
unto them on his rizht Hand, Come, ye bleſ- 


Ver. 41. Pared for you from the Beginning of the 
WWarld: But to them on the left Hand, 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſs- 
1 ing Fire, prepared fer the Devil and bis 
Þ Angels, 


| 


x 
F 
+1 

15 


nace of Fire, there ſhall be wailing and 


31, 322 Man ſhall come in his Glory, and all the 1 


| fed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom pre- : 
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Angels. And theſe ſhall go away into ever- Ver. 46. 
laſting Puniſhment, but the Righteous into 
Life eternal, 

This, as it is a plain but lively Deſcrip- 
tion of the awful Solemnity of that great 


ball come in the Glory of his Father, with 27. 
Tl 42 Angels, fo Judge the Quick and the 
Dead; ſo it is ſufficient to convince us, 


re the Lord, yet that every one who “ 
f believes the Goſpel, and ſincerely obeys 
bs the Precepts of it, ſhall aſſuredly enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, This was 
11 Phe very Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood, and 
the End for which he was contented to be 
ven up into the Hands of cruel Men, 
fo be buffeted, ſpit upon, and evil-entreat- 
/ „and at Jaſt to ſuffer a cruel and igno- . 
inious Death upon the Croſs, He gave 

im ſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
Jo! /niquity, and become the Author c eter- 

nal Salvation to all them that obey bin. 
fbeugb be was rieb, yet for our Sikes be 20 r. vii. 
came poor, that be through . his. Poverty 9 
5 Inignt be made rich. 


ur. Tranſgreſſious, he was braiſed for our 
E 5 


Im -: 


and tremendous Day, when the Son of Man Matt. xyi. 


at though without Holineſs no Man ſhall Heb. xi. 


He was wonnded for If. Iii. 8. 


ll 
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Tniquities; the Chaſtiſement of our Peate 
was upon him, and with his Stripes we 
are healed. 

The Redemption of Mankind was 
thought a Defign worthy the Son of God: 
Of ſo great Worth and Value in kis Sight 
were the Souls of Men, that he eſteemed 
nothing too much, or too gfeat, to ſuffer 
for their Sakes! He ſaw and pitied our 
Miſery, and knew that without a Saviout 
we muſt be loſt for ever; and therefore 
condeſcended ſo far, as to humble him- 
ſelf even to the Death upon the Croſs 
for us miicrable Sinners, who lay in Dark- 
neſs and the Shadow of Death, that he 
might make us the Children of God, and 
exalt us to everlaſting Life : So that, tho' 

Epheſ. ii. we were ſometimes afar off, yet being now 

13, *9* made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt, we art 
n more Strangers and Foreigners, but Fel. 
low-citizens with the Saints, and of tht 
Houſhold of God, And if we are careful to 
perform our Parts, we may aſſuredly fay 

2 Tim. iv. with St. Paul, that henceforth there is id 

b. up for us a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall give uw 
at that Day. For we have the Promiſe of 

Him 
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Him who is Truth itſelf, and cannot de- 


ceive us, that if we are faithful unto Death, Reval. ii. 


he will give us @ Crown of Life. 

And what a glorious Incitement is 
this to all Men, to live ſoberly, rigbte- 
oufly and godlily in this preſent World ! What 


85 


can we deſire more to make us Neadfaſt 1 © Cor. xv. 


md unmoveable, always abounding in the5* 


Work of the Lord, than to know that our 
Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord: 
That no good Action, which we do, ſhall 
be loſt and fruitleſs; but that in a little 
Time all our Services will be infinte- 
ly rewarded : That every Grace and 


Virtue, which we exerciſe in this Life, and 


every Degree of them, ſhall receive their 
juſt Recompence at the Reſurrection of the 
Juſt ; and that, if we ferve God faith- 
fully and ſincerely in this Life, we may 
be aſſured, that through the tender Mer- 
cies of our heavenly Father, and the Me- 
rits of our Redeemer, we ſhall be received 
into a Place of everlaſting Reſt and Peace; 
where we ſhall adore and praiſe the Au- 
thor of our Salvation, and contemplate 
the glorious Perfections of his Majeſty, 
with a Joy and Satisfaction infinitely ex- 
E 6 ceeding 

i 
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ceeding all that we can now poſlibly con- 
© ceive? | | 

OO bleſſed Time, (to uſe the Words of 
Archbiſhop Tillotſon) * when Mortality 
* ſhall be ſwallowed up of Life, and Death 
* and Sorrow ſhall be no more! When 
* we ſhall be eaſed of all our Pains, and 
© reſolved of all our Doubts, and be 
* purged from all our Sins, and be freed 
from all our Fears, and be happy beyond 
* our Hopes, and have all this Happineſs 
* ſecured to us beyond the Power of Time 
and Change !? 

As the Conſideration of theſe Things 
cannot but at preſent fill our Hearts with 
Joy unſpeakable, and excite us continually 
10 give Thanks unto the Father, which hath 
made us meet to be Partakers of the Inberi- 
tance of the Saints in Light ; who hath de- 
livered us from the Porter of Dorkneſs, and 
tranſlated us into the Kingdom of his dear 
Son: So, when we come to have a nearer! 
and more immediate View of the Glo- 
ries of that Kingdom which God hath 
prepared for us, how will our Souls break 


forth into Extaſies of Love and Joy!. 


How will it tranſport us to ſee him, whom 
; we 
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e have loved and faithfully ſerved ; to 
ke him, not arraigned for a Malefactor, 
or hanging in a ſhameful Manner upon. 
he Croſs; but to fee him in all his Ma- 
eſty and Glory, ſitting in a triumphant 
Manner upon his Throne, adored by An- 


gels and Arch-Angels; thouſand thouſands Dan. vii: 


miniſtering unto him, and ten thouſand times 
n thouſand flanding beſore him! Jo ſee 
him, I ſay, not as an angry and incenſed. 
judge, but as a merciful Saviour and 
Redeemer, looking upon his faithful and 
beloved Servants with the tendereſt At-- 
tection, and receiving them to the Arms 
of his everlaſting Mercy, with thoſe ra- 
nſhing Words, Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ber, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
om the Foundation of the World ! 

But then, on the other Hand, with what 
Anguiſh and Deſpair will the Wicked and 
Ungodly behold the dreadful Sol-mnittes of 
that Day! How will they tremble and be 


confounded, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall bez Theſ. i. 
revealed from Heaven, with bis mighty An-“ 8. 


gels, in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on 
them that know not God, and obey not the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? When 

they 
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2 Pet. iti, they ſhall ſee the Heavens paſſing atvay 
* with a great Noiſe, and the Elements melt. 
ing with fervent Heat ; the Earth alſo, and 
the Works that are therein, burnt up] 
When they ſhall behold the Jaws of Hell 
open to receive them, and the great Judge 
of the World with Terror in his Looks 
ready to pronounce that dreadful Sen- I 
tence, Depart from me, ye curſed, into: 
everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and P 
his Angels ! | 
O! what Confuſion and Agonies will 
thoſe Souls be in, to whom theſe dread- 
ful Words ſhall then be ſpoken! How 
Rev. vi. will they call upon the Mountains and 
20, Rocks to fall on them, and to hide them 
from the Face of bim that ſitteib on the 
Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb! 
— But alas! what will that avail them, when 
the great Day of bis Wrath is come! Whi- 
ther ſhall they betake themſelves, when 
X. 11. Sh the Earth and the Heaven ſhall flee from 
the Preſence of the Fudge! If the Saviour 
of the World condemns them, who ſhall ]! 
intercede in their Behalf? If he, that once 
died to purchaſe their Salvation, will not 
ſave them, (as it is certain he will not ſave 
4 the 


JTime of Judgment is come; too late to 
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the Wicked and Impenitent,) to whom 
ſhall they flee for Succour! It will then 
be too late to cry for Mercy, when the 


lament their Folly and Madneſs, when 
the Time of Working is over; all Prayers 
ind Entreaties, all Tears and Repen- 

tance, will then be in vain. He that is un. Rev, xxii. 
uf, muſt be unjuſt ſtill, and he that is 
by, muſt be filthy flill: As the Tree is 
allen, ſo it muſt lie for ever. The Time 
of Trial, the Day of Grace is ended, andHeb. x. 
there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin ; but 2» 27+ 
a fiery Indignation muſt devour them. The 
dreadful Hour is come, when they muſt 

be baniſhed for ever from the Enjoyment 

of Him, in whoſe Preſence alone is Ful- 

neſs of Jey; and be doomed to thoſe Lakes 

of Fire and Brimſtone, where the Worm 
dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched 
where they muſt be bound in everlaſting 
Chains, and be Day and Night for ever Rev. xx. 
and ever tormented by the Devil and his 10. 
accurſed Spirits, thoſe cruel and unrelent- 
ing Beings, in the burning and ſcorching 
Flames of a moſt outrageous and never to 
be extinguiſhed Fire, 


Could 
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Could I repreſent to you (ſays Arch- K. 
bilhop Tillotſon in one of his excellent L. 


Sermons) the Horror of that diſmal 


*-Priſon, into which wicked and impure] 


Souls are to be thruſt, and the Miſery 
they muſt there endure, without the 


* leaſt Spark of Comfort or Glimmering I. 


* of Hope; how they wail and groan 


under the. intolerable Wrath of God, 


the inſolent Scorn and Cruelty of De- 


* yils, the ſevere Laſhes and Stings, the L 


* raging Anguiſh and horrible Deſpair of 


their own Minds, without Intermiſſion, . 


without Pity, and without Hope of 
© ever ſeeing an End of that Miſery, 


which yet is unſupportable for one Mo- 


* ment: Could I repreſent theſe Things 
© to you according to the Terror of them, 


what Effect muſt they have upon us! ] 


and with what Patience could any. Man 
© bear to think of plunging himſelf into 


* this Miſery; and by his own wilful 


Fault and Follies endanger his coming 
into this Place and State of Torments !? 
Q! who indeed can think of theſe 
Things without reſolving in good earnelt 
to lee from the Wrath to come, and to 


{ccure. 
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ure a happy Eternity, by a Life of 
Irtue and Righteouſneſs! Who, that 
lieves the wicked - ſhall be turned into 


| el, and all the People that forget God; 


hat conſiders what it is to dwell in the 
oft exquiſite Miſery and Torments to 
| Eternity; who, I ſay, that conſiders 
eſe truths, will not immediately -reſolve 
have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
orks of Darkneſs, but give up himſelf 
tirely to the Service and Obedience of 
e bleſſed Jeſus, with unfeigned Reſolu- 
ons of living ſober ly, righteouſly and godlily in 
is preſent World! In ſhort, who that is 
ly wife, and conſiders that Time itſelf 
ſhort, and that the Time of Man is much 
orterz that Eternity has neither End nor 
hange, and that every Man is haſtening 
an eternal and unchangeable State, and 


Fill in a little Time be ſummoned to ap- 


ir before the awful Tribunal of God, 
ere to give an Account of his Actions; 
d according as he has behaved himſelf 
this Life, be then conſigned to a Place 
endleſs Happineſs or Miſery l ſay, 
ho that reflects upon theſe great and 
portant Truths, with that Seriouſneſs 
xd Concern which they deſerve, would 

Ver 
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ever reſign his Integrity, and part with 

that invaluable Prize, a good Conſcience, { 
for the greateſt Happineſs this World 
could promiſe him! How is it poſſible 
that a Man, who will give himſelf Time rc 
to conſider what it is to be under the eter- 

nal Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, ſhould þ 
do any Thing wiltully and deliberately, fra 
which he knows will provoke his Anger f fi 
What wiſe Man would not rather ſub- 
mit to the worſt that could befall him 
here in a /hort Life, than run the leaſth 
Riſque of offending Him, on whom his 
Welfare and Happineſs muſt depend 
hereafter, as well as at preſent; not only 
in this Life, but through all Eternity l 
Eſpecially when he conſiders what Obli⸗ 
' gations he is under to approve himſelf 
faithful Servant of his great Maſter, andy; 
to direct and govern his whole Conductferr 
by the Will of his Creator: When he 

reflects upon the infinite Love of God, 
manifeſted in all the Works of his Crea 
tion and Providence, but eſpecially in that 
ſtupendous Myſtery of our Redemption 
When he thinks upon the Breadth « 
Length, the Heighth and Depth of that 
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th bf God, which moved him to ſend his 
e, {inly-begotten Son into the World zo be the 
Id Proprization fer our Sins, and to ſuffer a 
le rue! and ignominious Death upon the 
ne Croſs, hat we might not periſh, but have 
r= Inerlaſting Life! O!] how is it poſſible, 
Id put ſuch an one muſt be filled with fo 


ly, Frateful a Senſe of what God has done for 


rim, as to endeavour, all that in him lies, 
b« o requite the infinite Love of fo merciful 
im Father, ſo kind and loving a Saviour! 
alt Purely che Love of God muſt conſtrain 
hisÞs— But if there is any one ſo ſtupid and 
end ſaſenſible, as not to be wrought upon by 
niyfuch powerful Motives, let him reflect 
ty pon the Terrors of the Lord, and afk him- 
bli-felf ſeriouſly this important Queſtion, 
hether he is able to dwell with everlaſt- 
w Burnings ? Let him think upon that 
terrible Day of the Lord, which, whe- 
her he thinks of it or not, will molt affu- 


ib; they that have done Good, unto the 
Reſurreftion of Life, and they that have 
Evil, unto the Reſurreftion of Dan- 


potion: When the __ of the Earth, and 
the 


that 
on 


dly come, when all that are in ibeir John v. 
aves ſhall bear his Voice, and ſhall Comg*% 29+ 
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the great Men and the rich Men ſhall hide 


themſelves in the Dens and in the Rocks of 
the Mountains, and ſhall ſay to the Moun- 
tains and Rocks, fall on us, and hide us 


from the Face of him, that filteth on 
the Throne, and from the Wrath of the 


Lamb. Let him revolve in his Thoughts 


the miſerable Condition of thoſe wretch-{ 
ed Souls, that are now. ſhut up in the 
Regions of everlaſting. Darkneſs, amongſt 


an accurſed Company of infernal Spirits; 
and then tell me, whether he thinks the 
ſhort and momentary Pleaſures of a wicked 


Life, will compenſate for. endleſs Miſery. 


and Torments ?: 
There is no one, I believe, that thinks 
at all, but muſt think otherwiſe ; but the 
great Misfortune is, many Men are fo 
agitated by their Luſts and Paſſions, that 
they are ſeldom cool. enough for ſober 
Reflections. But would they be perſuad» 
ed frequently to meditate upon Death 
and Judgment; would they repreſent tc 
their Minds what a vaſt Diſproportion 
there is betwixt Time and Eternity, and 
conſider that the Pleaſures of Sin, at beſt, 
are but for à Seaſon, but that its Puniſh 
ment 


Me! 


_ 
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of: nent is endleſs and intolerable; I ſay, 
n. kould Men be brought to think of thefe 
us Things with any Seriouſneſs, I doubt not 
on put fuch Thoughts would in Time have 
le heir proper Effect, and would ſo tho- 
ts Foughly convince them of the great Folly 
nd Danger of Sin, as to make them in 
be good Earneſt ſet about the great Work of 
SltÞheir Salvation. 

* The Judgment to come is a very 
be f amazing Conſideration; it is a fearful 
ed Thing to hear of it, but it will be much 
more terrible to ſee it, eſpecially to thoſe, 
whoſe Guilt muſt needs make them fo 
heartily concerned in the diſmal Conſe- 
quences of it: and yet, as ſure as I ſtand 
and you lit here, bis great and terrible 
Day of the Lord will come, and who may 
abide his coming! What will we do when 
that Day ſhall ſurprize us careleſs and 
unprepared! What unſpeakable Horror 
to and Amazement will then take hold of 
10NF us; when lifting up our Eyes to Heaven, 
and} we ſhall ſee the Son of Man coming in the 
*BÞ Clouds of it, with Power and great Glo- 


ent] A. B. Tlorſen's Sermon, Vol. II. p. 412. 
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*xy; when that powerful Voice, which: 
© ſhall pierce the Ears of the Dead, ſhall! 
ring through the World, Ariſe, ye Dead," 
© and come to Judgment; when the mighty$1! 
« Trumpet ſhall ſound, and wake theÞ « 
« Sleepers of a thouſand Years, and ſum e 
mon the diſperſed Parts of the Bodie 
af all Men, that ever lived, to rally toÞna 
© gether and take their Places; and ther 
Souls and Bodies of Men, which have 
© been ſo long Strangers to one anotherne 
« ſhall meet, and be united again, to ebe 
© ceive the Doom due to their Deeds be 
© what Fear ſhall then ſurprize Sinnen 
© and how will they tremble at the Prephi 
ſence of the great Judge, and for ther 
Glory of his Majeſty ? How will theigre! 
Conſciences fly in their Faces, arte 
their own Hearts condemn them foot 
their wicked and ungodly Lives, ander 
even prevent that Sentence, which yeſce 
« ſhall certainly be paſt and executed upogre! 
© them ?? ind 
O! let me then intreat every one, - with®a 
all the Earneſtneſs that a Matter of ſu4% 
vaſt Importance requires, frequently ane 
ſeriouſly to think upon the tremendou*® 

D. 
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ich Day of Judgment, and that great Ac- 
nallount they muſt then give; to conſider 
ad, rith themſelves how their Accounts ftand, 
hiyhvith reſpect to another Life; and what 
theß dreadful Condition they will be in, if 
ney ſhould be called to appear at the 
dies hulgment ſeat ef Chriſt, before they have 
Made their Peace with God, and ſecured 
zen Intereſt in the Merits and Interceſſion 
avg their great Judge. But eſpecially let 
here 


ads hemſelves in Senſuality and Wickedneſs, 
gers ſtand ſtill a Moment, and conſider 
PreShither they are going. Let me beg of 
them, as they have any Regard. for their 
theireſent Peace and Happineſs, or any Va- 
ande for their precious Souls; as they 
 foould not leave this World under the 
anderrors and Agonies of a guilty Conſci- 
; yeh«ce, nor appear at the laſt Day, in the 
doreſence of God, of Angels and of Men, 
inder all the Circumſtances of Horror, 
witfhame and Confuſion ; and laſtly, as they 
Gould not then be baniſhed from the Pre- 
ace of God for ever, and be caſt into 
Joie bottomleſs Pit of Deſtruction, to be 
D: | there 


perſuade thoſe, who, in Purſuit of 
 rebeir unlawful Pleaſures, have plunged 
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there tormented without Meaſure, and 

without End; let me, I ſay, prevail up- 

on them, not to delay their Repentance 

one Moment, but immediately forſakgf 

Joel ii. 13. their evil Ways, and turn unto the Lori 

their God, who is gracious and merciful 

flow to Anger, and of great Kindneſs , and 

who has aſſured us by his Prophet, that 

Ezek. hben the wicked Man turneth away fronfer 

LAS © * Wickedneſs that he bath committed, and 

doth that tobi . is lawful and right, N « 

5 ſhall ſave his Soul alive. er 

As for thoſe happy Chriſtians, wh }; 

have entered upon a good Life, and arg © 

engaged in the Practice of Virtue and Ref; 

ligion; who make the Glory of God, andy; 

the Salvation of their own and other; 

Souls, their great Care and Concern, ife 

need only exhort them to go on in theiffith 

Chriſtian Courſe with Courage and Reſapor 

Heb. iv. lution; % hold faſt their Profeſſion, an 

with an unwearied Diligence to preſs takd | 

wards their Mark, for the Prize of the high r 
Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus; nothinid 

Phil. i. 6. doubting, but that be that hath begun fas, 
good Wark in them, will perform it witty] 

the Day of Jefus Chriſt, God is faithfully! 

6 


14. 
Phil. iii. 
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inddat has promiſed; and therefore they 
up- Hay reſt aſſured, that he will remember 
neeod reward their Work of Faith, and La- Thel. i. 
ar of Love, and Patience of Hope in our ** | 
rd Jeſus Chriſt; and that in due Seaſon Gal. vi. 9. 
ey ſhall reap, if they faint not. Yet a lit. Heb. x. 
It while, and he that ſhall come, will come; 37 
nd his Reward is with him, to give to Rev. xxii. 
ery Man according as bis Werk ſball be. 
ane him that overcometh, he will grant toRev. iii. 
| with him in his Tbrone; even as he alſo 
vercame,. and is ſat down with his Father 
wht his Throne, 
ag O happy, happy Time for thoſe bleſſed 
Refouls, who have fought the good Fight, and 
and»; the Faith! All their Labours will 
hethen be at an End, and that Crown 27 ii. 
„ Jife, which God has promiſed to his * 
thelkithful Servants, will then be beſtowed 
elabon them, and they ſhall be admitted to 
ans Inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 1 Pet. i. 4. 
5 Had that fadeth not away: They ſhall then 
big received into a Place of endleſs Bliſs 
hinkd Joy, where there ſhall be no more Rev. xxi. 
un Fraih, neither Sorrow nor Crying, neither . 
ul there be any more Pain, but all Tears 
afy ul be wiped from their Eyes: and they 
| F ſhall 
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ſhall for ever enjoy the moſt perfect and(Cc 
conſummate Happineſs, and ſing eternalani 
Alletujahs of Praiſe and Thankſgiving untSir 
him that fitteth upon the Throne, and to thffro 
Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. tha 


The Concluſion. 4 
755925 F a Good Life is attended wit; 


d I 2F, ſo many Advantages, as, heſc 
© hope, I have ſhewn it to bey 
” If it will make us live happily $ 
die comfortably, and at laſt intitle usPie 
through the Merits of our Saviour Jeſupne 
Chriſt, to an eternal Inheritance in thaÞoL 
Kingdom, which he has purchaſed fat ! 
us with his moſt precious Blood; and iffe 
on the other Hand, Guilt is its own Pugvat 
niſhment in this World, and everlaſtingge: 
Miſery will moſt certainly be the Lot anÞ'l! 
Portion of the Wicked and Impenitent if 1 


the next; what Manner of Perſons oughp© a 
we to be in-all holy Converſation and God luſt 
lineſs! And how fledfaſt and immoveablig 
ſhould this make us in the Ways c 
God's Laws, and in the Works of bY ® 
Con 
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Commandments? With what Indignation 
Wand Abhorrence ſhould we look upon 
sin, and with what Speed ſhould we flee 
thifrom that dreadful Enemy of our Souls, 

that would rob us of our preſent, as well 

as future, Happineſs? How ſhould the 
onſideration of theſe Things make us 
ate heed left there be in any of us an evil Heb. iii. 
eart of Unbelief, in departing from the 2. 
ich wing God: and how ſtedfaſtly ſhould we 
, Ireſolve to have no Fellowſhip with the 
bewnfruitful Works of Darkneſs, but to walk 
ilyks Children of Light in the Ways of true 
us Piety and Holineſs; and not to. delay for 
eſupne Moment the Care of our immortal 
thabouls? —The Day is for ſpent, the Night is 
foltt Hand, and there is no Time to be loſt. 
| iflWe have a great Work to do: a Work 
Pyhat will deſerve our utmoſt Care and Di- 
tinfgence. If we perform it well, great 
andvill be our Reward in Heaven: For faith. 
t i is He that bas promiſed, And we may 
Age aſſured, that if we are diligent and in- 
afAluſtrious in that Work which God has 
ahlhligned to us in this World, our La- 
ur ſpall not be in vain in the Lord: tor 
hi we haue our Fruit unto Holineſs, our End 
III. 5 F 2 | ill 


9 
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will be everlaſting Life. But if, inſtead of : 
Philip ii. working out our Salvation with Fear and E 
wo Trembling, that is, with the greateſt Care || 
and Circumſpection, we are negligent and 7 
remiſs in the Service of our great Lord and | 
Maſter Jeſus Chriſt; if, inſtead of living he 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
World, we lead vicious and wicked Lives, D 
and ſpend our Days in Sin and Vanity; 2 
miſerable will be our Condition both "YN 
and hereafter. For although God 1s 4 71 
Being of infinite Goodneſs. and Mercy, 
and is Patient and Long-ſuffering to- hi. 
wards Sinners, being unwilling that any], 
. ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to Re- 
pentance; yet we muſt remember, that 4 
he is alſo infinitely juſt, and will aſſuredly|-* 
vindicate the Honour of his Laws. All 
Sin and Wickedneſs is an Abomination i 
his Sight. He is of purer Eyes than to be. * 
held Iniquity : and if his Wrath be kindle 
yea but a /itlle, what will become of the 
Wicked and Ungodly ? Nothing but 
ſincere Repentance and Amendment e 
Lite will be ſufficient to ſecure them fron 
the Vengeance, which he has threatene( 
to pour down upon all obſtinate and 
belliot 


ma 
ſinc 
mat! 
afu 
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bellious Sinners: and true Repentance 
will moſt undoubtedly avert his Anger. 
He has declared himſelf to be a Ged 
merciful and gracious, forgiving Iniquity» 
Tranſgreſſion and Sin, and has promiſed 
Forgiveneſs of Sins to all them, that with 
hearty Repentance and true Faith turn 
unto him. He hath mo Pleaſure in the 


Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked 
[ſhould turn from bis Way and live. 


And in 


order, to aſſure us of his great Love to 
Mankind, and of his ſincere Deſire to be re- 


conciled unto us, He hath ſent his Son, John iii. 
his only, his beloved Son, into the World, '* 


to the End, that all that believe in him, 
Gould not periſh, but have everlaſting 


Life. 
It has pleaſed God, of his invinire Good- 


neſs, to eſtabliſh a moſt gracious Cove- 
nant of Mercy with Mankind through 
che Mediation of his own Son: And the 
"Condition on his Part of the Covenant, the 


3 of Sins, is always ready to be 
: Imade good, if we fail not, on our Part, of 
{lincere Repentance and a thorough Refor- 


ON . . . 
mation of our L. ives. 


1 


* 


Our Saviour has made 
Ja tull » perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation 
F 3 and 
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and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whole 
World: He has ſuffered a cruel and ig- 
nominious Death upon the Croſs, for our 
Sakes; and by his Death and Sufferings has 
purchaſed this Grace for us, that real Repen- 
rance and the ſincere Endeavour of perfect 
Obedience ſhall be accepted inſtead of Inno- 
cence. But without this Repentance and re- 
newed Endeavour of perfect Obedience, we 
ſhall not be accepted upon any Terms. The 
Sacrifice, which he offered upon the Croſs, 
although of infinite Value, will be of no A- 
vail to us, unleſs, in Conformity to his Death 
and Reſurrection, we die unto Sin, and riſe 
again unto Newneſs of Life, Nothing but a 
good Life will entitle us to the Favour and 
Love of God: And without his Favour, we 
are of all Creatures the moſt miſerable. Better 
had it been for us never to have been born, 
than to have made God our Enemy, by lead» 
ing vicious and wicked Lives. Let it then, 
above all Things, be our great and con- 
ſtant Endeavour to make Him our Friend, 


who is the beſt of Beings, the Sovereign 


Good and Happineſs of all his Creatures, 
and the Fountain and Foundation of all 
our Comforts and Enjoyments in this Life, 


and 


. 
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and of all our Hopes and Expectations 
in that which is to come. Let us make 
Religion the great Buſineſs of our Lives; 
and, while we have Time and Opportu- 
nity, let us prepare ourſelves, by a Life of 
Virtue and Righteouſaeſs, for that great 
Account, which we muſt one day give. 
Let not the Pleaſures and Vanities of this 
World, which will ſhortly have an End, 
make us unmindful of the great and mo- 
mentous Concerns of Eternity -O! Eter- 
nity ! how amazing are the Thoughts of it! 
Who, that conſiders what it is to live 
for ever in a State of endleſs Happineſs 
or Miſery, would not labour and ſtrive 
with all his Might, to ſecure the one and 
avoid the other? Now this can only be 
done by a good Life: for without Holne!s 
mo Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heaven is pre- 
pared for thoſe only, who fear God, and 
live in a ſtrict Endeavour to perform a per- 


defileth, neither whatſoever worketh Abomina- 
tion or maketh a Lie; but they cvhich are writ _ 
ten in the Lambs Book of Life. And thoſe 
only are the Good and Virtuous, who 
F 4 have 


fect Obedience to his Will. There all in no ge 
wile enter into that holy Place any thing that 27. 


xxi. 
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The Great Importance 


have kept themſelves from the Pollutions 
of this wicked World, and have led a 
Life of Piety and renewed Obedience 
towards God, and of Love and Charity 
towards their Neighbours. To all others, 
that bleſſed Lamb of God will declare bz 
knows them not. To the Workers of Ini. 
quity, even that merciful and compaſſionate 
Saviour will ſay, Depart from me. — Dread- 
ful Words! Whither muſt ſuch wretched 
Souls go, when they are bidden to depart 
from the Saviour of the World! — W hither 
indeed, but to that diſmal Place of Hor- 
ror and everlaſting Miſery prepared for and 
Devil and his Angels! 

May God of his infinite Mercy give all 
of us Grace to ſee and follow the Things 
that belong to our everlaſting Peace, leſt 
they be hid from our Eyes, and all 
Opportunities of reconciling ourſelves to 
our offended God be for ever loſt and 
gone May every one of us be perſuad- 


ed to hearken to the. Advice of Solomon: 


Fear God and keep his Commandments, for 
this is the whole Duty of Man. For God 


ſhall bring every Work into Judgment, and 


every ſecret T. has whether it be Good, or 
whether 


Of a RELIIOIOUS LIE. 
whether it be Evil, — And may we always 
keep in Remembrance that merciful Cau- 
tion of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour; 
Watch therefore, for ye know neither. theMatt.xxv. 
Day nor the Hour, wherein the Son of Man'\3: 
cometh. 
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A FRAT EK: 


Wy. 8 Moſt glorious Lord God, and our 
\ e2 molt merciful Father in Chriſt 
| Jeſus, who haſt prepared for them 
2 that love thee, ſuch good 
Things as pals Man's Underſtanding, and 
haſt promiſed to give eternal Life to them, 
who, by patient Continuance in well-doing, 
feek for Glory and Honour and Immorta- 
lity ; Give me, I moſt humbly beſeech 
thee, a firm and unſhaken Faith in all thy 
Promiſes: that, being fully perſuaded of 
thoſe important Truths, which thou haſt 
revealed to us in the Goſpel, I may make 
it the principal Care and Concern of my 
whole Life, to pleaſe and obey thee in all 
Things. And, that I may obtain thoke + 
F.5 Things 
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ſery with Chearfulneſs and Submiſſion to 


The Great Importance 
Things, which thou doſt promiſe, make 
me to love that, which thou doſt com- 
mand: and grant, that, by the Afliſt. 
ance of thy Holy Spirit, I may be ena- 
bled to perſevere in the Practice of a holy 
Life, even to the laſt Moment of my 
Days. 

Let the Hopes and Expectations of that 
unſpeakable Happineſs, which thou haſt 
prepared for us hereafter, enable me to 
paſs through this Vale of Tears and Mi- 


thy bleſſed Will, and to bear with Patience 
whatever Troubles Thou, in thy great 
Wiſdom, ſhall ſee fit to lay upon me. 

O Lord! give me a Heart raiſed above 
the Vanities and Enticements of this World, 
and free from all the Pollutions and Defile- 
mentsof it. Fix my Thoughts, my Hopes, 
and my Deſires, upon Heaven and hea- 
venly Things: that having always in View 
that Crown of Glory, which thou haſt laid 
up for us hereafter, I may preſs towards 
the Mark for the Prize of the high Calling 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus; and being ſtrength- 
ened by thy Grace, and ſupported by thy 
Holy Spirit, I may run with Patience the 

Race 


Of a Rerticiovs LIE. 

Race which Thou haſt ſet before us: that 
when the great Day of Retribution ſhall 
come, I may look up to my moſt merciful 
Judge with Joy and Comfort, and may hear 
thoſe raviſning Words pronounced unto me, 
Well done, thou good and faithful Servant, en- 
ter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. Grant this, 
O merciful Father, through the alone Me- 
rits, and for the Sake of my Eternal Ad. 
vocate and Mediator, Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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A Morning-Prayer for a FAM1L x. 


LMoſt gracious God and kind 


7 Father! in all Humility of 
A Soul and Body, we preſent our- 
2 Rs ſelves before the Throne of thy 


Majeſty and Glory, acknowledging that 


we are thy dependent Creatures, and that 


from thy bountiful Hands we have re- 
ceived many and exceeding great Bleſſings. } 


By Thee, at firſt, we were wonderfully 
made; by thy Power we have ever ſince 
been preſerved; and it is owing to thy 
great Mercy and Goodneſs that we have 
not been cut off in the midſt of our Sins, 
but that Thou haſt been patient and long- 


ſuffering towards us, and haſt given us 


this Opportunity of coming into thy Pre- 
ſence to renew our Praiſes and Acknow- 
ledgments to thy divine Majeſty. O Lord, 


thy Compaſſion fails not: By Thee we 


have been preſerved the Night paſt; and 
to 
1 
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for a Family. 
thy Goodneſs we aſcribe it, that we are 


rought in Health and Safety to the Be- 
Fapinning of this Day. 


nfeigned Thanks for all the Mercies and 
leflings which thou haſt been pleaſed to 
eſtow upon us; and pardon, we beſeech 
d Thee, for the Sake of thy Son Chriſt Je- 
df Þs, our great Unworthineſs of what Thou 
r= Faſt done for us. Give us ſuch a Senſe 
y bf thy infinite Love and Kindneſs, as may 
at gage us more and more to love and 
at bey Thee, and make us afraid of every 
e- hing that may be diſplealing in thy 
8. ight. 

ly O Lord, vouchſafe us ſuch a Meaſure 
ce ff thy Grace and Holy Spirit, as may de- 
iy Fad us againſt the Snares and Tempta- 
ve ons of this wicked World, and enable us 
s, Þ overcome all our corrupt and ſinful 
g- Pefires. Give us a true Senſe of the in- 
us flimable Value of our Souls, that we 
e- hay make it the chief Care and Concern 
y- KF our Lives, to work out our Salvation 
d, ith the greateſt Care and Diligence, and 
ve ß ſecure an Intereſt in thy Favour, which 
ad better than Life itſelf, 


W ith- 


Accept, we humbly pray Thee, of our 
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Withdraw our Minds from the Love 
this World, and place them upon Heavy 
and heavenly Things. Give us Grace 
uſe the Bleſſings, which thou art pleaſ 
to beſtow upon us, with Temperance, 
briety and Moderation; with an ent 
Truſt and Dependence on thy fatherſſev 
Care and good Providence, and with B 
perfect Submiſſion to thy bleſſed Will 
all Things. | 

O Lord ! root out of our Hearts 
Pride and Envy; all Hatred, Malice, ans 
IIl-will. Put away from us all Cenſor 
ouſneſs and Uncharitableneſs, all Lyn 
and Slandering, and whatever elſe is ce 
trary to a truly Chriſtian Spirit: and e 
due us, we moſt humbly pray Thee, wie 
that Meekneſs and Humility which 
in thy Sight of ſo great Value, and wit 
all thoſe holy and Chriſtian Diſpoſition o 
which thou loveſt and delighteſt in. 

Inſtruct us in all the Particulars of 0 
Duty which we owe to Thee, our Neig 
bour, and ourſelves. Guide us by ti 
right Hand, and conduct us by thy goc 
Spirit, through all the Buſineſs and Afﬀai 
of this Life. Teach us to act with F . 
| fulne 
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lneſs and Honeſty in every thing that we 
godertake; and give us ſuch a Dread of 
by Diſpleaſure, and ſuch a Senſe of thy 
gontinual Preſence with us, as may ſecure 
s, by thy Grace, againſt all the Temp- 
tions of the World, the Fleſh, and the 
devil. 

Be with us, 0 Lord, this Day, where- 2 ;, » 
wer we go, and in whatſoever we do. be omitted 
Freſerve us from the Dangers of evil 2 
ompany, from the Deceitfulneſs of our g; and 
rn Hearts; and defend us more eſpe· what fol- 
ſorgally from thoſe Sins, that are moſt apt . 2. | 
yin} betray and inſnare us. Let thy Bleſ- free 
colßg accompany all our honeſt Labours, 
end vouchſafe us ſuch a Meaſure of 
witficalth and other temporal Bleſſings, as 

h ou ſeeſt beſt and moſt fitting for us. We 
witftliire, O Lord, to leave ourſelves and 

onfl our Concerns in thy Hands; humbly 
ſeeching Thee to take us, and all that 
long to us, under the Protection of thy 
iglpod Providence, and ſo to bleſs, direct 

thid guide us in this Life, that we may 

z00 laſt obtain that greateſt of all Bleſſings, 

falſe Eternal Salvation of our immortal 
aituls, through the Merits and for the 

Ine Sake 
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This is to 


be uſed on 


a Sunday 


Morning, upon thee in all holy Duties. Make 
inſtead of 
the forego- 
ing Para- and grant that we may never fo far for 


graph, 


A Morning- Prayer 
Sake of thy dear Son, and our alone Sx 
viour, Jeſus Chriſt : for whom our Soul; 
adore and praiſe thy glorious Name, and 
in whoſe moſt holy Words we ſum up o 
own, and the Wants of all Mankind, ſay 
ing, Our Father, &c. 
Diſpoſe our Hearts, O Lord, we hum 
bly beſeech thee, to a ſerious Attendance 


vices 
and 

accep 
tive 

good 
given 
in me 
right 
grow 
bettet 
tuous 
mort 
with 1 
erit 


duly mindful of all thy ſacred Inſtitutions 


get the Intereſt of our Souls, as to ne 
gle the religious Obſervance of th! 
Chriſtian Sabbath. And as thou hal 
brought us to the Beginning of this ſacre eſus 
Day, ſo be Thou graciouſly pleaſed tknd | 
take us into thy Protection, and to aſſi Word 
us in a right Diſcharge of the Duties Want: 
it. Withdraw our Minds from the Caſber, 
and Bulineſs, and Pleaſures of this Lit 
(which will ſhortly have an End;) that » 
may more freely attend upon the gre 
Concerns of that far better Life, whi 
is to liſt for evermore. Give us auf 
Thoughts of thy great Majeſty, and 
lively Senſe of our own Wants, tt 
our Prayers and Praiſcs, and all our 8 

vice 


for a Family. 


vices, may be offered up in ſuch a ſerious 
and devout Manner, as may render them 
acceptable in thy Sight. Make us atten- 
ive to thy Holy Word, and to all the 
good Inſtructions that ſhall this Day be 
given us: and grant that we may not reſt 
in mere outward Performances; but, by a 
right Uſe of thy holy Ordinances, may 
grow in Grace, and become every Day 


better Chriſtians, and ſo improve in all vir- 


twous and godly Living, that, when this 
ſhort Life ſhall have an End, we may dwell 
with thee in Life everlaſting, through the 
erits of thy Son, and our alone Saviour, 
eſus Chriſt: for whom our Souls bleſs 
and praiſe thee; and in whoſe moſt holy 
ords we ſum up our own, and the 
ants of all Mankind, ſaying, Our Fa- 
ber, &c. 


A Even- 
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hee, 
a 00 e ue fe t e e ke et eon 
ould 
everi 
ure. 


WKY M OST merciful and graciouſy, 


— 0 — Lord God, the great Creator 
Preferver and Governor of the h, 

KIRK World! Thou art infinite 1 PR 
Mercy and Goodneſs to all that ca 
upon thee faithfully, and haſt promiſed 
that when two or three are gathered toge 
ther in thy Name, thou wilt be in the 
midſt of them. Look down, we humbl 
beſeech thee, upon us thy unworth) 
Creatures, who are here aſſembled be 
fore thee, acknowledging, that thou arhrear 1 
a God greatly to be feared for thy Powtahh afra 
and Juſtice, greatly to be beloved for thiſhhſtair 
infinite Perfections and Goodneſs, an no 
greatly to be prailed for thy Bounty andight, 
merciful Kindneſs, But as for ourſelves$ouls | 
we confeſs, O Lord, that we are vile andrant, 
ſinful Creatures; that we have in manPoſpe 
things acted contrary to thy moſt holſheſs a 
Will, and have ncither loved thee, feare: 

thee 
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hee, nor obeyed thee, as we ought to 
ave done. O Lord! If thou ſhouldſt 
leal with us as we have deſerved, we 
ould expect nothing from thee but the 
everities of thy juſt Wrath and Diſplea- 
ure. 
But, O gracious Father, who delight- 
| not in the Death of a Sinner, look 
pon us, we beſeech thee, in thy Son 
hriſt Jeſus; and for the Sake of his me- 
itortous Death and Sufferings, pardon 
ur many and great Tranſgreſſions of thy 
joly Laws; and grant that we may amend 
hatever we have done amiſs, and for the 
[ime to come may be more careful to 
leaſe thee, and more ſincerely devoted to 
hy Service and Obedience. 

Convince us thoroughly, O Lord, of the 
reat Folly and Danger of Sin, and make us 
d afraid of offending Thee, that we may 
bſtain from all Appearance of Evil, and 
lo nothing but what is pleaſing in thy 


zouls be our chief Care and Concern; and 
rant, that we may live as becomes the 
oſpel of Chriſt, denying all Ungodli- 
gels and worldly Luſts, and living righ- 
teouſly. 


| 


ight, Let the Intereſt of our immortal 
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to pleaſe thee, grant us the Aſſiſtane 
of thy Grace and holy Spirit, that v 


the Afﬀaulcs of our great Adverſary th 
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teouſly, ſoberly and godly in this preſen ) give 
World. | | Jay 0! 


But as without thee we are not ab for 


oly L 
re th 
ay b 
app) 
ounce 


Ext 
ind: 
dels, 
hem 
Practi 

Ble. 
ſpeci: 
plante 
df it 


may paſs through all the Temptatio 
of this World with Peace, and Innocence 
and Safety; and enable us to bear up 
with Courage and Reſolution, againſt a 


Devil, who is daily lying in wait to deſtroy 
us, 

Suffer us not, O merciful God, to | 
led away by the vain and fooliſh Cuſtom 
of this World, nor feduced from ou 
Duty by the Company and Example « 
the Wicked and Ungodly; but gran 
that we may make thy Laws the Rule 0 
all our Actions, and faithfully diſcharg 
our Duty in the ſeveral Places and Stations, 
wherein thy Providence is pleaſed to plac 
us. 
Make us duly mindful, that thou a 


preſent every where, and privy to ou 
moſt ſecret Thoughts; that we may ne 
ver dare to do any Thing but _what tho 
approveſt, and of which we may not fe: 

U 
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give an Account at the great and terrible 
hay of the Lord Jeſus. O! fit and prepare 
for that ſolemn Time, by a virtuous and 
oly Life: that when we ſhall appear be- 
re the great Judge of all the World, we 
nay be found in the Number of thoſe 
appy Souls, whom He ſhall then pro- 
ounce bleſſed | 

Extend thy Mercy, O God, to all Man- 
ind: Have Pity upon all Jews, Turks, In- 
els, Heretics, and Schiſmatics, and bring 
hem to the Light and Knowledge and 
Practice of thy Laws, 

Bleſs thy Holy Catholic Church, and 
ſpecially that Part of it which thou haſt 
planted in theſe Kingdoms; remove out. 
ff it all Errors and Corruptions, all Divi- 
lions and Diſſentions : and grant that the 
Lives of Chriſtians may be holy and exem- 


plary, and ſuch as become the Goſpel of 
our bleſſed Saviour. 


Reform all things that are amiſs in theſe 


Kingdoms. Root out from among us all 
Irreligion and Prophaneneſs, all Unchari- 
tableneſs and Animolitics. Pardon our 
great and crying Sins: avert the Evils that 
we have deſerved z continue the Light of 


thy 
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thy glorious Goſpel among us, ant 
give us all Grace to turn from the Ex 
of our Ways unto thee, the Lord ou 
God. 


And 
umil 
comp 


* gre 
Bleſs our Sovereign Lord the KingHhanifo 


and all that are in Authority under hinfkfed ti 
both in Church and State: Make thenfr th) 
all, in their ſeveral Places and Station World 
uſeful and ſerviceable to thy Glory, anq;ufferi 
the Good and Welfare of this Church and We 
Nation, rvati. 
And O thou, who art the Father hd Sx 
Mercies, and God of all Conſolation, lookiencic 
down with Pity and Compaſſion upon alfxpe& 
thy afflicted Servants every where. Givrgender 
them Courage and Patience, Comfo Ol 
and Support in thee, and, in thy goofleep { 
Time, a joyful Deliverance out oi alfhew | 
their Troubles. IPS, 
Send down thy Bleſſings Spiritual andfelves 
Temporal upon all our Friends and Relaffore tl 
tions. Do Good unto thoſe that have aſhe D. 
any Time done or wiſhed us Evil: and} We 
vouchſafe unto every one of us, and tohorth 
all Chriſtians, whatever thou knoweſt tout, i 
be beſt for our temporal and eternal Wen ad C 
fare. oma 


And 
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And now, O Lord, we deſire, with all 
umility of Soul and Body, to adore thy 
comprehenſible Majeſty, and to praiſe 
iy great and glorious Name for all thy 
Panifold Mercies and Favours vouch- 
fed to us and all Mankind; but above all, 
or thy aſtoniſhing Love in reconciling the 
Vorld unto thyſelf, by the Death and 
ufferings of thy dear Son. 

We bleſs thee for our Creation and Pre- 
rvation; for our Health, Strength, Peace, 
nd Safety; for the Comforts and Conve- 
iencies of this Life, and the Hopes and 


nder Mercies, in Chriſt Jeſus. 

O Lord, imprint on our Hearts ſuch a 
eep Senſe of thy Mercies, that we may 
hew forth thy Praiſes not only with our 
ips, but in our Lives, by giving up our- 
Ives to thy Service, and by walking be- 
re thee in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all 
he Days of our Lives. | 
We confeſs, O Lord, that we are un- 


orthy of the leaſt of all thy Favours; 
ut, in Confidence of thy infinite Mercy 


nd Goodneſs, we do in great Humility re- 


ommend ourſclyes, our Souls and Bodies, 
and 


xpectations of a far better, through thy 
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and all that belong to us, to thy fatherh 
Care and good Providence; humbly be. 
ſeeching Thee, who art our only Safety and MK: 
Defence, to take us this Night under thy 
Almighty Protection, and to give thy holy 4 1 
Angels Charge over us, that no Evil come; 
near to hurt us. | 

Refreſh our Bodies with quiet Reſt and W e 
Sleep, and our Souls with the Comfort - 
of thy holy Spirit: and when thou ſhal:Þ 
think fit to take us out of this World, NN 
give us everlaſting Reſt and Peace in thy 
eternal Kingdom, through the Merits, and 
for the Sake, of our bleſſed Saviour and Ref thy 
deemer Jeſus Cbriſt, who hath taught us enſib 
when we pray to lay, Our Father, &c. ee tl 


y ut 
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private. 


KXXX MOSTY great, moſt mighty, 
F O S and moſt glorious Lord God! 
5 N look down from the Habita- 
tion of thy Holineſs upon me 
hy unworthy Creature, who am come in- 
d thy Preſence to adore thy incompre- 
enſible Majeſty, and to preſent before 
hee the Morning-Sacrifice of my unfeign- 
d Praiſes, for the many and undeſerved 
avours thou haſt beſtowed upon me. 
O Lord, I acknowledge, that to thee 
f Right belongs eternal Honour, Glory, 
raiſe and Adoration : for thou art the 
dvereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, by 
hom all Things were made, and by 
hoſe infinite Power and Goodneſs they 
e preſerved and kept in Being. 
Bleſſed be thy unſpeakable Goodneſs, 
hich hath advanced me to ſuch a Degiee 
Being, that I am in ſome Meaſure ca- 
G pable 


123 


A Morning- Prayer 


pable to know thee, love thee, ſerve thee, F x4, 
and obey thee. em 


Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, that 1 ,,, 


was born of Chriſtian Parents, and early my 
dedicated to thee by Baptiſm; and that ny; 


by thy Grace and Goodneſs I have been ] h 
preſerved to this Moment, and have inf fro 
any Meaſure eſcaped the Pollutions of this Int. 
wicked World. the 


I bleſs thee likewiſe, O Lord, for all 


thy temporal Mercies, and in particular} Pri. 
for the Refreſhments of the Night paſt; Un 


for protecting me from all evil Accidents, ] Ma 
and for railing me up in Health and Satc-Y by 


ty to praiſe thy Goodneſs. Ma 


Pardon, O moſt gracious God, all thefj ful 
unworthy Returns I have made for thy Goc 
exceeding Kindneſs and Mercy, and vouch don 


ſafe me fuch a Senſe of thy infinite Love pure 
as may inipire me with more vigorous and Me: 
hearty Endeavours to ſerve thee for the Sigl 
Time to come. trul. 


O i.ord, I acknowledge that I am & whit 
weak and trail Creature, and that without I. 
thy Help I am nor able to bear up again! Diſp 
the Trials and Temptations ef this Worldg ſhalt 
But {ace thou halt promiſed to give tiſ ſing 

Ho! 
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Holy Spirit to them that aſk it, I am 


emboldened to implore his divine Aſſiſt- 


ance to ſtrengthen my Weakneſs, to help 


my Infirmities, and ſo to fortify my 
Mind, that I may not be tempted above 
what I am able to bear, nor ſeduced 
from my Duty to Thee, by the deceitful 
Inticements of the World, .the Fleſh, or 
the Devil. 

Root out of my Heart, O God, all 
Pride and Vain-Glory ; all Bitterneſs and 
Uncharitableneſs ; all Envy, Hatred, and 
Malice ; and ſuffer me not to be led away 
by any of the fooliſh Cuſtoms and falſe 
Maxims of this World. And, O merci- 
ful Father, be thou pleaſed, of thy great 
Goodneſs, to endue me with that Wil- 
dom which is from above, which is firit 
pure, and then peaceable; with that 
Meekneſs and Humility, which is in thy 
Sight of ſo great Price; and with that 
truly Chriſtian Temper and Diſpoſition, 
which thou loveſt and delighteſt in. 
Lord, ſanctify unto me all thy fatherly 
4 Diſpenſations, and let every Thing, Thou 


4 ſhalt think fit to ſend me, prove a Bleſ- 
Fling and Advantage to my Soul. Give 
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me Grace to be entirely ſubmiſſive and 
contented under all the Afflictions, Trials 
and Diſappointments, which thy Wiſdom 
ſhall judge proper in order to bring me to 


Thy-ſelf; and grant that by every Adver-, 


ſity that ſhall befall me, I may be weaned 
from this World, and more cloſely united 
unto thee, 

Make me always mindful of my own 
Frailty, of the Shortneſs and Uncertainty 
of this Life, and of the Eternity of the 
next. Give me Grace ſo to live, as I ſhall 
wiſh I had done when I come to die; let 
not Sickneſs or Death ever ſurprize me 
unawares, or find me in a State unpro- 
vided; but grant that I may finiſh the 
great Work, which thou haſt given me 
to do, before the Night cometh, when 
no man can work. O let me live in ſuch 
a conſtant Preparation for my latter End, 
that how ſuddenly ſoever thou ſhalt be 
pleaſed to take me out of this World, I 
may be found ready and prepared for my 
great Account, through the Merits of 
my bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


Be 
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Be with me, O Lord, this Day in all ou isto | 
Places, and upon all Occaſions. Direct * —_— 
and guide me, ſanctify and preſerve me, day M:rn- 
Keep me both outwardly in my Body, 9 
and inwardly in my Soul, Let thy Bleſ- Ls wy 
ſling accompany all my honeſt Deſigns Im d in- 
and Undertakings, and grant that I may 47 off 
undertake nothing but what is agree- 
able to thy bleſſed Will. Give unto me, 
and all that belong to me, ſuch a Mea. 
ſure of Health, and other temporal Bleſ- 
ſings, as thou ſeeſt beſt and moſt fitting 
for us; but above all things, give us thy 
Grace and Favour ; that our Lives may 
be holy, our Deaths comfortable, and our 
eternal State happy and glorious with thee, 
through the Merits of thy Son and our 
alone Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 
in whoſe moſt holy Words I ſum up my 
own and the Wants of all Mankind, ſaying, 

Our Father, &c. 

Accept, I beſeech thee, O moſt graci- Upon Sun- 
ous God, my hearty Deſires in an eſpecial ' — Mcra- 


£0 u- 


Manner to glorify thee on this Day, which, head of 


| 
f 
1 
S 


thou haſt peculiarly ſanctified for thy Wor- wy 7 
ſhip and Service. " wn. hs 


his ma 
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A Morning- Prayer. 

I bleſs thy holy Name, O Lord, who 
by thy Almighty Power madeſt the Hea- 
vens and the Earth and all that therein 
is, and preſerveſt and n all that 
thou haſt made. 

I bleſs thee, O Lord, who madeſt Man 
after thine own Image, enduing him with 
Underſtanding, and Reaſon, and Liberty ; 
and making him capable of knowing, and 
loving, and enjoying Thee his Creator, 

Above all, I bleſs and magnify thy 
holy Name, O Lord, heavenly Father, 
that thou haſt given thine only Son, Je- 
ſus Chriſt, for the Redemption of Man- 
kind; that he took our Nature upon him; 
that he died for our Sakes; that he is riſen 
again from the Dead; that he aſcended 


into Heaven, and that he there ſitteth at! 


thy right Hand, to make Interceſſion for 
us; that he hath made known to us the 
Way to eternal Life, giving us his Word 
for our Direction, and his holy Spirit for 
our Guide and Aſſiſtance. 

Bleſſed be thy Holy Name, that thou 
haſt appointed this Day, not only for a 
Reſt from our ordihary Labours and Em- 
ploy ments, but chiefly for a perpetual 

_ Comme- 


for a Perſon in private. 
Commemoration of theſe thy Favours, and 
for giving us ſpecial Opportunities for thy 
Worſhip and Service, and the Care of our 
Souls. 

My Soul deſires to bleſs thee, that thou 
haſt made me a Partaker of all theſe incit!- 
mable Favours, 

O Lord, prepare my Heart for attend- 
ing upon thee in thy Houſe, and afford 
me thy gracious Aſſiſtance, in all the Parts 
of thy Service, 

Let thy Word make deep and laſting 
Impreſſions upon me. Help me diligent- 
ly to improve all Opportunities that ſhalj 
be afforded me this Day, whether public 
or private, to the Glory of thy great Name, 
and the Benefit and Comfort of my Soul, 
through Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen, 
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Sorrow, hath too often prevailed againſt 


An Evening- Prayer 
G οοοοοτποο 


An Evening-Prayer for a Perſon in 
private. 


* = #Q>#KOST great and mighty God ! 
S F 3, Thou art the Sovereign Lord 

of Heaven and Earth, the Cre- 
NA ator, the Preſerver, and Go- 
vernor of all things: thou dwelleſt in that 
Light, which no mortal Eye can ap- 
proach; and yet diſdaineſt not to behold 
the Children of Men. Look down, I be- 
ſeech thee, upon me thy unworthy Crea- 
ture, who am come into thy Preſence, 
adoring thy Majeſty, and acknowledging 
that my Dependence is wholly upon thee, 
who art the Author of my Being, and 
the Foundation of all my Hopes, both 
here and hereafter. 

O Lord, I confeſs that I am a weak and 
frail Creature; my Nature is corrupt, and 
miſerably prone to offend thee. I find a 
Law in my Members warring againſt the 
Law in my Mind; which, I confefs with 


me. 
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me. The Pleaſures and Profits of the 
World are too apt to engage my Affecti- 
ons, and to make me cold and remiſs in 
the great and 1mportant Work of my Sal- 
vation. I have been guilty of manifold 
Neglects and Omiſſions of my Duty to- 
wards thee, and have not ſerved thee with 
that Purity of Intention, with that Since- 
rity of Heart, with that Fervency of Spi- 
rit, with that Zeal for thy Glory, with that 
Care, and Diligence, and Conſtancy, that J 
ought to have done. 

O Lord, if thou mouldeſt be extreme 
to mark Whit» is done amiſs; if thou 
ſhouldeſt call me to a ſtrict Account for 
my Life paſt, what could I ſay unto thee ! 
Or how ſhould I be able to ſtand in thy 
Sight! If thou ſhouldeſt deal with me as 
I have deſerved, I could expect nothing 
from thee but the Severities of thy Wrath 
and Diſpleaſure: But, O gracious Fa- 
ther, thou haſt revealed thyſelf to the 
Sons of Men, as a God merciful ant 
gracious, forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſ- 
on and Sin: remember then, I be- 
ſeech thee, thy tender Mercies, which have 
been ever of old, and for the Sake and 

G 5 Merits 
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Merits of my bleſſed Saviour, forgive, I 
humbly pray thee, all the Sins and Vani- 
ties, the Follies and Indiſcretions of my 
Life paſt. O] reſerve not my Sins to be 
puniſhed in the Day of thy Wrath and 
Diſpleaſure, but blot them out of thy Re. 
membrance, that they may never riſe up 
to my Confuſion here, nor to my Condem- 
nation hereafter. 

O!] enable me, by the Aſſiſtance of thy 
Grace, to reform whatever thou ſeeſt amiſs 
in the Temper and Diſpoſition of my 
Mind, or in any of the Actions of my 
Life; that I may love thee more, and 
ſerve thee better, and do thy Will with 
greater Care and Diligence, than J have 
yet done. 

O Lord! keep up in my Mind a lively 
Senſe of my Duty towards thee, and of 
that great Account, which I muſt one Day 
give. Suffer me not, 1 beſeech thee, to 
tall into a careleſs and unthinking State, 
nor to be unmindful of that one thing 
needfu], the Salvation of my immortal 
Soul. Make me ſo ſenſible of thoſe 
dreadful Threatnings, which thou haſt 


denounced againſt Sinners, that whatever 
elſe 
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elſe I leave undone, I may make it my 
chief Care and Concern to ſecure an In- 
tereſt in thy Favour. And, O merciful 
Father, be thou pleaſed, of thy great 
Goodneſs, ſo to aſſiſt my weak and fee- 
ble Endeavours, that I may not be un- 
ſucceſsful in a Matter of ſuch vaſt Con- 
cern. 

Root out of my Heart, O God, by 
the powerful Efficacy of thy Grace, all 
ſinful and corrupt Affections. Wean me 
from the Vanities and Pleaſures of this 
World, and give me a full Conviction 
of the Uncertainty and Inſufficiency of 
all Things here below. O! let me never 
ſeek for Reſt and Happineſs in the En- 
joyments of this Life; but grant that 
I may daily aſpire after that eternal and 
unchangeable State of Happineſs, which 
thou haſt reſerved for us hereafter; and 
to which, I beſeech thee, of thy infinite 
Love and Mercy, to bring me, and all 
thy faithful Servants, through the Merits, 
and for the Sake of thy dear Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt, our Lord. 

Extend thy Mercy, O God, to all 
Mankind : In a more particular Manner, 

| G 6 I pray 
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I pray thee to be gracious to theſe ſinful 
Nations to which 1 belong; to pardon 
our great and crying Sins; to avert the 
Judgments which we have - moſt juſtly 
deſerved, and to put away from us the 
Spirit of Profaneneſs and Infidelity, of 
Malice and Uncharitableneſs; that thou 
mayeſt delight to dwell amongſt us, and 
mayeſt be our God, and we thy People. 

Bleſs and preſerve our Sovereign Lord 
King GEORGE, and grant that all, 
who are in Authority under him, may 
faithfully endeavour to promote thy Glory, 
and the Good and Welfare of this Church 
and Nation. 

Look with Pity and Compaſſion upon 
all thy afflicted Servants : be a Father to 
the Fatherleſs; heal the Sick; ſupply the 
Wants of the Poor and Needy ; and grant 
that whatſoever is wanting of outward 
Comforts to any one, may be abundantly 
made up by the inward Conſolations of 
thy Holy Spirit. 

Bleſs all my Friends and Relations, 
; reward all who have done 
me Good, and forgive all who have done 
cr wiſhed me Evil; and vouchſafe to 
every 


for a Perſon in private. 
every one of us, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, whatever in thy great Wiſdom 
thou knoweſt to be needful both for our 
Souls and Bodies. 

And now, O moſt merciful Father, 
from an humble Senſe of thy great Good- 
neſs, I adore and praiſe thy glorious 
Name, for all the Manifeſtations of thy 
Love and Kindneſs vouchſafed unto 
me. I bleſs thee for my Being, for 
my Reaſon, and all the Endowments and 
Faculties of my Soul and Body; for my 
Health, Friends, Food and Rayment, 
and all the other Comforts and Conve- 
niencies I enjoy ; for thy continual Care 
and watchful Providence over me, through 
the whole Courſe of my Life; and par- 
ticularly, for the Preſervation and Pro- 
tection of me the Day paſt. 

Give me Grace, I beſeech thee, to 
make a right Improvement of all thy 
Bleſſings; and be thou graciouſly pleaſed 
to take me, and all that belong to me, 
this Night under the Care and Protection 
of thy Fatherly Providence, Give thy 
holy Angels Charge over us, and grant us 
ſuch Refreſhment of Soul and Body as 


may 
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may enable us chearfully to go through 
the Duties of that Station wherein thou 


' haſt placed us. And when thou ſhalt be 


pleaſed to call us out of this World, O] let 
us be found in the Number of thy faithful 
Servants, through the Merits of our Bleſſed 
Saviour and Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt ; for 
whom my Soul doth bleſs and praiſe thee, 
and in whoſe moſt holy Words I ſum up 
all our Wants, ſaying, 
Our Father &c. 


FCC 


A Prayer, which may be added to 
- the daily Evening-Prayer, on the 
Lord's Day. 


"Your * Again return my moſt humble 
and hearty Thanks to thee, 


8 1 E O Lord my God, for the ſpe- 
e cial Bleſſings of this thy ſacred 
Day; that I have been admitted to the 
great Privilege of joining with thy faithful 
People, in their Aſſemblies for public 
Worſhip; to offer up my Praiſes and 
Prayers to thy divine Majeſty, in the 
Name of our bleſſed Redeemer; to hear 
thy holy Word read and preached by the 
Miniſters of thy Goſpel; and that 1 have 
had farther Opportunities for employing 
myſelf more privately in thy Worlkip and 
the Care of my immortal Soul. 

I earneſtly beſcech thee, O Lord, to 
pardon all the Wanderings and Diſorders 
of my Mind, and whatſoever elſe thou 
haſt ſeen amiſs in my Attendance up- 
on thee: and graciouſly to accept my 
7 ; ſincere, 


| 
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ſincere, though weak, Endeavours to ſerve 
thee. 

Cauſe thy Word, which I have heard or 
read, to abide in my Heart, and to bring 
forth the Fruits of a holy and religiou- 
Life. 

Help me, by the uſe of all the Means 
of Grace and Salvation, to grow in Grace, 
and in the Knowledge of my Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, fitting me more and 
more for ſeeing and enjoying thee my God, 
and my bleſſed Redeemer, in the Life to 
come: and grant, when I ſhall ceaſe to 
praiſe and ſerve thee with thy Saints on 
Earth, that I may continue to be fo em- 
ployed with the bleſſed Spirits in Heaven. 

I heartily beg the ſame Bleſſings for all 
my Fellow-Chriſtians, recommending them 
and myſelf to thee, my heavenly Father, 
in the Words, and through the Interceſſion 
of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. 

Our Father, &c. 


XXXNNXXNXXNXXXNXXXNN 
4, Morning-Prayer for a young 


Perſon. 


Lord, my heavenly Father, I 
humbly adore thee, as the Ma- 
0 C ker and Governor of the World, 

the Author of my Being, the 
Preſerver of my Life, and the Giver of 
every good Thing. 

I heartily thank thee for the comfortable 
Reſt which I have enjoyed the Night paſt ; 
that thou haſt preſerved me in Safety, and 
raiſed me up in Health, 

I bleſs thee for all thy Goodneſs to me, 
ever ſince I came into the World, and 
eſpecially for the Advantages thou haſt 
given me, by the Inſtruction and Improve- 
ment of my Mind in the Knowledge of 
thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
my Lord. | 

Grant, O Good God! that the Senſe 
of thy Favours may ſo deeply affect my 
Heart, that I may ſhew forth my Thank- 


fulneſs, in the whole Courſe of my Lite. 
I am 
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I am thine, O Lord, by Creation, by Re. 
demption, by my Baptiſm and Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, by all the Obligations which 
thou haſt laid upon me. I deſire to be 
thine alſo, by a willing Dedication of my- 
ſelf to thee every Day of my Life, and 
by a conſtant and faithful Endeavour to ap- 
prove myſelf to thee. 

I beſeech thee, in thy great Mercy, 
through the Mediation of my bleſſed Re- 
deemer, to pardon all my paſt Offences, 
and to enable me, by thy Grace, to diſcern 
and to amend whatſoever is amiſs in me. 

Help me ever to remember the Chriſtian 
Principles which I have learned, and the 
pious Inſtructions which have been given 
me; and never to depart from the good 
Way in which I have been taught to walk, 

Incline my Heart to all that is good: 
grant that I may be modeſt and humble 
in my Carriage and Behaviour ; chaſte an 
pure in all my Thoughts, Words, anc 
Actions; true and juſt in all my Dealings 
reſpectful and obedient to my Superiors; 
innocent and inoffenſive in my whole Con 
verſation ; faithful and diligent in the Dil: 
charge of all the Duties of that State and 

Con 


for & young Perſon. 
Condition of Life wherein thou haſt placed 
me: and teach me to fear and love thee, 
my God, above all Things; and to do to 
all others, as I would they ſhould do unto 
me. 

Make me perfectly contented with my 
Condition, and thankful to thee, who haſt 
given me all Things neceſſary for Life and 
{| Godlineſs, Let thy good Providence al- 
| ways take care of me, and let me never 
place my Truſt and Confidence in any 
Thing but in thee. 

Take me, I beſeech thee, into thy Pro- 
tection this Day; keep me, if it be thy 
4 good Will, in Health and Safety. Pre- 
ſerve me from the Vanity of my own Heart, 
and from the Temptations of the World, 
| the Fleſh, and the Devil. Help me (thro? 
Ja Senſe of thy conſtant Preſence with me, 
and of the Account I am to give unto thee) 
ſo to govern all my Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions, that I may reflect upon them with 
Satisfaction at the Cloſe of this Day. 
Let thy Bleſſing be upon every Member 
of this Family: Upon all my Relations 
and Friends ; upon all, whom I ought and 
whom 1 deſire to pray for. 
| I hum- 
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I humbly commit both myſelf and them 
to thee, O my God, in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour, and in the Words which 
he himſelf has taught me. 


KK 


Our Father, &c. An 


An Evening- Prayer for a young 
Perſon. 
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2 908 T gracious God, my hea- 
2 P) venly Father, as I began, ſo I 
o 2 

deſire always to end the Day, | 
z S 2 with bleſſing thy Holy Name, | 
and imploring thy Favour. 

Honour and Worſhip, Praiſe and 

hankſgiving, are due to thee from every | 

nderſtanding and reaſonable Creature. I | 
heartily bleſs thee, that I am of that Num- | 
ber whom thou haſt made to ſerve and | 
love thee, and that thou haſt moreover | 
revealed thyſelf to me, by thy Son Jeſus 

hriſt my Redeemer, and encouraged me 
o call upon thee in his Name. 

I humbly thank thee for thy daily Care 
df me, and particularly for that good Pro- 
idence which hath been over me the Day 
daſt; that thou haſt preſerved me from the 
any Evils to which J am juſtly liable; 
nd haſt beſtowed upon me ſo many good 


2 Things 


M 
2 
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Things which I have not deſerved eſpe- 
cially, for whatſoever thou haſt enabled me 
to do, which is acceptable in thy Sight, and 
which can reflect upon with Satisfaction. 

I humbly bewail, O Lord, the great 
Weakneſs and Corruption of my Nature, 
and the many Errors and Tranſgreſſions 
of my Life. I humbly beg thy Mercy in 
the Pardon of all my Sins, through the 
Mediation of my bleſſed Redeemer ; parti- 
cularly of whatſoever thou haſt ſeen amis 
in me this Day, either in my Thoughts, 
Words, or Actions, 

Grant, O Lord, that the Senſe of my 
Unworthineſs may always keep me hum— 
ble, and work in me an unfeigned Repent- 
ance of all my Sins; and let the Remem- 
brance of them ever excite me to a greater 
Care and Watchfulneſs for the Time to 
come. Strengthen in me every good Pur- 
poſe and Reſolution. Whatſot ver Part af 


my Duty | know not, do thou teach me; 
and wherein 1 have done amils, help me 
to do fo no more. 

Leave me not, O Lord, at any Time 
to mylclf, nor in the Hands of my ſpi— 
ritual Enemies. Preſerve me from thoſe 

Circum- 
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Circumſtances, that would prove a Snare 
or Temptation to me. Let thy good Spi- 
rit continually enlighten and ſanctify my 
Mind, direCting and aſſiſting me through 
the whole Courſe of my Life. 

Fill me with a Senſe of my conſtant 
and entire Dependence upon thee, that [ 
may always commit myſelf to thy Care, 


and be ever ſatisfied with thy Diſpoſal of 


me. 

Teach me ſo to number my Days, that 
I may apply my Heart to true and hea- 
venly Wiſdom, Help me to live in a 
daily Preparation for my great Change, 
keeping my Conſcience void of Offences 


both towards Thee, and towards Men: 
and grant that I may be always ſo em- 


ployed, as I ſhall with 1 had been when 
I come to die; that whenſoever thou 
ſhalt think fit to call me out of this World, 


I may readily and thankfully exchange it 
for a better. 

Take me, I beſeech thee, into thy gra- 
cious Protection this Night. Preſerve me, 
if it be thy good Will, in Health and 
Safety, and grant me that Reſt which 
may refreſh my Bo iy, and diſpoſe me to 

{crve 
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An Evening- Prayer for a young Perſon. 
ſerve thee chearfully, both in * and 


Mind, the enſuing Day. 


I heartily deſire the Good of all * 
kind, and pray unto thee for the Purity, 
the Peace, and the Enlargement of thy 
holy Church; for thy Direction and Aſ- 
ſiſtance of all its Governors and Paſtors, 
particularly thoſe under whoſe Guidance 
I am placed; for the Welfare of my 
Country; for a Bleſſing upon the King, 
and all-in Authority under him; for the 
Relief and Comfort of all that are in Af- 


fliction; for all my Friends and Rela- 
tions; beſeeching thee to hear and to aC- 


cept me; and all that call upon thee, in 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, our only Lord 
and Saviour, who hath taught me thus to 
pray: Our Father, &c. 


